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Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corraipgslutely.
Great men are almost always bad men...There is neeNwresy
than that the office sanctifies the holder of it.

First Baron Acton +1902

The gods help those who help themselves.
Aesop 6th century BC

Old age is a second childhood.
Aristophanes +385 BC

Democracy means government by discussion bubitlig effective
if you can stop people talking.
Clement Attlee +1967

Time is a great teacher, but unfortunately it lallisits pupils
Hector Berlioz +1869
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BECOMING CHRISTIANS

What does it mean to be a Christian?

The Good Friday Homily - 6th April 2007

Foreword

What does it mean to be a Christian? In my sermon today, I'll be
concentrating on our quest in shaping our beliefs.

For many of us, life in Europe
is, somehow, shrouded with
loneliness, and sometimes
even with isolation. Yet we
believe that we belong to
Christ’s universal church and
share common
contemplations about our
faith, such as: Who is Christ
for you? What is the role of

Christ in your life? What
experience have you had with
living Christ? These

continuing contemplations are
essential to guide us into
passing on our faith in the

living Christ to our next
generations.
Fulfilling this mission is a

challenge to each and every
one of us. It forces us to think
and act as absolute
Christians in the presence of
God, not masked as we tend
to do in the presence of our
fellow human beings.
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This is a critical matter when
it comes to educating our
next generation. It requires
steadfastness, patience and

bravery to counteract our
corrupt instinctive  nature
characterised by self

indulgence, pride, and strives
for power. In guarding our
Christian spirit, we also have
to keep reminding ourselves
that our world of today is far

from virtuous. It praises
striving for worldly gains while
ridiculing humility and
selflessness.

Relationship:
Responsibilities and
Obligations

A Christian’s life evolves

around triangle relationship:
the Christian with God, with
other human beings, and with
him/her self. Each one of
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these relationships has its
pros and cons. The more
sincere and brave we are in
these relationships the closer
we become in our interaction
with the living God becomes.
That is why it is essential that
we realise that our life is filled
with what encourages us to
do our best, even competing
amongst each other, in all
things large and small, in
school and at the workplace,
and at home and in church.
This feeling affects these
relationships so that some of
us would become more
positive and courageous,
while others might withdraw.
The group that matters to us,
as Christians, is the first one.
This is because in the
western world there is an
overwhelming tendency
towards individualism and
social isolation. This evolved
as a result of focusing on
pursuing and encouraging
self-indulgence, as we
mentioned before, which, in
turn, leads to the weakening
of a genuine heartfelt
relationship with God and
others.

To underline this observation,
let us take a look at the
phenomenon of the highly
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popular websites. It has made
it so easy for us to
communicate with others all
over the globe, yet it did not
contribute to strengthening
our community spirit. Another
example we could draw from
our social gatherings at
certain events, when we insist
on mingling only with those
we already know and not
bothering to introduce
ourselves even to those
whom we acknowledge as
our brothers and sisters in
Christ.

Therefore, we must realise
that our faith as Christians
cannot be complete unless
we share it and constantly
revitalise it through
maintaining heartfelt
relationships with our fellow
Christians. This is what St.
Paul meant when he said
“Rejoice  with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn” (Romans 12: 15).
However, this does not mean
we have to forsake our
individuality. It rather means
that we should maintain a
synchronised association, like
that of the strings of musical
instrument which work
together and in parallel to
each other. Also, like that of
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flowers of garden, where
different types of flowers, but
all in parallel to each other.
The question is how do we
achieve such relationship?

Meditation needs courage
and sincerity

As Christians, we meditate in
God’'s words as He says:
“Look at the birds of the
air....See how the lilies of the
field grow” (Matt., 6: 26-28)
this encourages us to venture
entering into the depth of our
inner soles. Here we may
face difficulties in continuing
our meditation, due to daily
modern life distractions. To
overcome these difficulties,
we start by glorifying God the
creator of minds and the
guardian of this world. Then,
recalling the parable of the
musical instrument. We have
to express our vocation as a
divine duty to love, protect,
and respect our brothers.
This is to maintain the
harmony of the whole just like
the strings of the musical
instrument protect each other
as Thomas Merton® said.

L A famous monk from the United
States of American, died in 1968.
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Maintaining our individuality
calls us to explore each
other's potential. We could
establish and maintain our
community in the spirit of
God, when we build our
spiritual relationships. While
the non-believers take the
view that “the other is hell”,
while Christ, his followers,
and all saints, view the other
as a “miracle”.

In the book of Exodus 3: 1-5,
holiness was depicted as the
“Burning Bush” on the Mount
Horeb in front of Moses.
Christ made the world worthy
of being a holy place. This is
by blessing “the other” with
His Holy Spirit. As a result,
the other, by loving him,
becomes a new “Burning
Bush”. Let us remember that
while God, in the Old
Testament, called upon
Moses to walk bare footed,
Christ, in the New Testament,
washed the feet of His
disciples!

Mount Horeb, the Mount
Prophet Elisha, and the
Mount of Golgotha are living
symbols of the  Trinity
Relationship we are talking
about. We have to make the
effort to climb up our

al-Qeethara May-June 2007



mountain. This is to be able
to see the “Burning Bush” or
the Resurrection. This
encourages us to congregate
as a community, for example,

as we do in Church. To
progress together we must
first congregate. For the

continuing growth, in number
and in kind, of our
community, we have to focus
our attention on the spiritual
dimension of our relationships
with God as well as with each
other. This is why we need
time for our daily meditations
as Christians.

Vigilance, Awareness and
Attention

The true Christian does not
reject or withdraw from the
world as some might suggest.
For good practicing our faith
with the community of faith,
we have to watch Lord Jesus
in the same time. He
emphasised that when
speaking of the second or
third watch of the night (Luke
12: 38). This is to say
everyday: 'come Lord Jesus'
(Revelation 22: 20). What we
must seek therefore is to
continually readjust and turn
back our attention to Christ to
counteract the overwhelming
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distractions that govern our
“modern” daily life affairs.
This is the only way to secure
the keeping of our faith in
God.

The will to turn to God (or
Christ) is expressed in
Psalm130, where it says:
“Out of the depth | cry to you,
O LORD; O LORD, hear my
voice. Let your ears be
attentive to my cry for mercy”.

What would make me a true
Christian? | think is my
genuine endeavour to follow
Christ. Not only by taking
responsibility for my actions
for this purpose, but also by
making the initiative to guide

my brother into following
Christ's example too. We
shouldn’t follow Cain's

example when he answered
God saying that he did not
know where Abel was
because he did not
responsible for his brother
(Gen. 4: 9).

Since Christ is the Path, the
Truth, and the Life, we are
obliged, as Christians, to be
with Him in real life. Real life
is where there is poverty,
sickness and oppression: 'For
I was hungry and you give me
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something to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me something
to drink,..." Matt. 25: 35-36. In
this way, the non Christians
will realise the effect and the
strength of our faith in Christ,
‘All the believers were one in
heart and mind' (Acts. 4: 32)

Filling with the Holy Spirit

How we can lead to a true
Christian life? | think we have
to begin by converting our
soles gradually until we make
them fit as dwellings to be
filed with the Holy Spirit.
False believers tend to be
satisfied without having to
turn to God all the time. This
reminds us with the story of
someone who turned to a
wise man with a query,
emphasising that he knew
every thing but has a
guestion. In serving tea to his
guest, the wise man kept on
pouring until the floor became
flooded. Making the point that
if you already feel full, you will
not be able to take in more.
Therefore there is no point in
making you hear the answer.
If in our relationships with
each other we felt full we
have distanced ourselves
from the true spirit of
Christianity. We see many
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states and nations
surrounding their territories
with fences and barred wires

instead of constructing
bridges.
Solidarity
Our Christian faith implies

that solidarity is an essential
characteristic of my being. It
leads us to spiritual
generosity. At this juncture,
we remember how Abraham
and Sara welcomed the three
visitors (Gen. 18) they were
symbol of the Holy Trinity.
God, the Creator, the
Guardian, and the Savior of
this world, sent us (parents,
children, brothers and sisters)
to be guests to each others.
When we baptise a newborn,
we are receiving him/ her as
the blessed fruit of a holy
matrimony, undertaking to
protect him/ her from worldly
evil. In raising our children,
we have to remember that

paying attention to their
physical and psychological
needs to grow and stay

healthy should be harmonise
by spiritual guidance, which
begins with baptism.

Healing and Prayer
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It is the continuing duty of a
true Christian to afford
healing to the world. In fact,
all seven Sacraments are for
spiritual  healing. Healing
means guiding and enabling
the other to spiritually
communicate with God
through the Holy Spirit, which
is analogous to the power of

Sunday mass. This is a
spiritual tragedy for the
Christian family life, as it
implies that those, i.e., the
parents, who are responsible
to lead, guard, and protect
the community from
succumbing to the illusion of
immortality are unaware that
they themselves are

electricity - we cannot see it
but without it we would live in

overwhelmed by it! It is
therefore very important to
darkness and all equipment realise that attending Sunday
and installations would be mass is fundamentally
rendered obsolete. important to us as Christians.
It is more like the Christ to the
Bible. Just as there would be
no Bible without Christ, there

Prayer has a significant role
in healing those who are
driven by the illusion of is no Christian life without
immortality; who are too busy congregating for  Sunday
to spare a couple of hours mass.

every week to attend for

Conclusion

We saw how being a Christian demands being courageous and
honest. These two traits in turn require vigilance and attention,
because, as St. Peter said “Satan is like the roaring lion at the
prey”. This reality requires solidarity and coming closer to our
Creator and fellow Christians. Sharing and spreading our
knowledge and experiences as a community plays a key role in
enriching our spiritual life and enhances our ability to contemplate
and glorify our Creator all the time, following in the footsteps of our
great forefathers. Finally, we should act as living in closely linked
continents, not as isolated islands.

Let us come to the Lord and climb with Him to His mountain, as
Peter, James and John did (Mark 9:2) Fr. Habib JAJOU

153 al-Qeethara May-June 2007



Saint Aphl’ahate . (?-around 345), Monk and Bishop in

Nineveh, near Mosul in present-day Iraq Demonstrations, n22

"He is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive"
(Lk 20:38)

Commentary: The upright and righteous and good and wise fear
not nor tremble at death, because of the great hope that is before
them. They at every time are mindful of death, their exodus, and of
the last day in which the children of Adam shall be born. Paul, the
apostle said: — But death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those who did not sin, and thus death came to all the children of
Adam"(Rm 5:14.12) ...Thus, death came to all people from Moses
until the world shall end. Yet Moses preached that its kingdom is
made void; death hoped that he would bind fast all people and
would be king over them for ever..., but when the Holy One called
Moses from the bush he said thus to him: "I am the God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob" (Ex 3,6). When death heard this
utterance, he trembled and feared and was terrified and knew...
that God is king of the dead and of the living, and that it is
appointed to the children of Adam to come forth from his
darkness. And observe that our Redeemer Jesus also, when he
repeated this utterance to the Sadducees, thus said: "He is not God
of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive" (Lk 20:38)...
When Jesus, the slayer of death, came, and clothed himself in a
body from the seed of Adam, and was crucified and tasted death.
When death perceived that he had come down unto him, he was
shaken from his place, and he closed his gates. Then Christ burst
his gates, and entered into him, and began to despoil all his
possessions. But when the dead saw light in the darkness, they
lifted up their heads from the bondage of death, and looked forth,
and saw the splendour of the Messiah King ... And death saw that
his darkness was beginning to be done away, and some of the
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righteous who were sleeping arose to ascend with him, then he
made known to him that when he shall come in the fullness of time,
he will bring forth all the prisoners from his power, and they shall go
forth to see the light. www.dailygospel.org
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‘Sing and make music in your heart to
the Lord’ (Ephesians 5: 18,19)

When we come together to
pray, we also sing for joy to
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the Rock of our Salvation.
Although have been written
different  hymns across
history, but Psalms are the
best. Jesus loved and quoted
number of them such as
Psalm 22, 31, 41, 59 and
118.

Every Psalm reflects part of our spiritual feelings: sorrow, penitence,
anger...etc. | invite you to pray psalms with your family or with community
of faith.

When we begin celebrating mass, we say psalmsnPkals
one of them:

1 LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwellyour
holy mountain?

2 Whoever walks without blame, doing what is rigbpeaking
truth from the heart;

3 Who does not slander a neighbor, does no haranather
never defames a friend;

4 Who disdains the wicked, but honors those wha tea
LORD; Who keeps an oath despite the cost,

5 lends no money at interest, accepts bribe against tr
innocent. Il Whoever acts like this shall nevershaken.
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