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I- Introduction 
 
How much do you know about the Chaldean church? When did 
the Chaldeans immigrate to the UK and how do they practice 
their Catholic faith? I will try to elaborate on this issue with 
some details.  
 
The reader can know too much about the history of the old 
Chaldean nation when look on media especially the Internet. I 
have met many British people with very little information 
about our mission in the UK. I will try to focus briefly on the 
history of the relation between the Chaldean church in 
Mesopotamia and the Holy See before the affiliation to the 
Roman Catholic Church (1200-1600 AD) based on the book by 
his Eminence Eugene Tisserant, the Secretary of the Eastern 
Church Synod in the Vatican (L’EGLISE CHALDEENNE) 
1939. Then I will review the timetable of establishing the 
Chaldean Mission in the UK last century. Finally, I will 
describe how the community is practicing its faith nowadays.  
 
Chaldeans, the old 
inhabitants of Iraq, 
accepted Christianity, and 
were faithful to it and to 
Iraq.  

 

Their language (Aramaic) 
is still holding its ground 
till today, written as well as spoken but with a different dialect.  

Chaldean Church is the Catholic part of the churches of the 
East; the others are the Assyrian church and the Ancient 
Church of the East.  

 

 
Ur  (2000 BC) 
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Dr Joseph Seferta, in his booklet (THE CHALDEAN 
CHURCH)1 said:  
 

‘Perhaps the original founders of the Church of the 
East avoided adopting the epithet “Chaldean” 
because of its association with astrology and pagan 
practices. In my opinion, however, they still 
should have, due to the proximity of Seleucia-
Ctesiphon to Babylon (the capital of the ancient 
Chaldean Empire) as well as to “Ur of the 
Chaldeans”, where Abraham came from.’ 
 

 
II- Short History 

Christianity in Mesopotamia goes back all 
the way to St. Thomas the Apostle and his 
disciples Saints Addai and Mari. We still 
hold on to our East Syrian liturgy of Addai 
and Mari, and it is performed in Syriac 

Despite their careful Guardian ship of their 
uniqueness, they were able to be part of this 
area and its national fabric. Until 634 AD, 
Chaldeans, Assyrians, and Jews  were 

                                                 
1 Seferta, J. ‘THE CHALDEAN CHURCH OF IRAQ’ BLACKFRIARS 
PUBLICATIONS, 2008, P. 11 

 
Seleucia-Ctesiphon near Baghdad(300-600 AD) 

 
Babylon 
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under the control of the Persian Empire. Islam has conquered 
Mesopotamia in the seventh century, so they accepted the new 
religion. They were the best people when spreader of 
philosophy and sciences. In 1258, Mesopotamia territories 
were conquered by the Mongols.  Additionally, the Middle 
East was in a state of turmoil due to the Crusading wars in the 
twelve and thirteenth century.     

 

The Chaldean Catholic Church was affiliated to the Roman 
Catholic Church through the Eastern Rite in the sixth century. 
It is one of the eighteen Eastern Rites recognized in Rome. 

 

It is mistakenly believed by some that the relation between the 
Church of the East and Rome began in 1554 with the 
delegation of northern Iraq churches headed by the martyr St. 
Youhanna Sulaqaa. In reality, the relationship with Rome 
started in the 12th Centaury. It was not strong and trustworthy 
due to previous and future wars. The Mongols who came from 
the East continue to wage attacks thought the region causing 
instability. 

 A- The situation in the 13th 
Century 

In the beginning, the Dominican and 
Franciscans fathers contributed a 
great deal toward establishing these 
relationships most notably Qhelum 
the Dominican. Partiriach 
Speryashoa V tried to achieve unity 
with Rome in 1236 as he was in 
conformity with the delegation of 
Pope Gregorian VIIII in 1235. The 
unity was not achieved except by 
one bishop from the Eastern Church 

 

St. Youhanna Sulaqaa 
1554 
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in 1237. 

The Pope Innocent IV allowed in 1244 western monks to 
participate in all the celebrations of the Eastern Church in Iraq, 
Syria and Palestine. The Mongol invasion of Baghdad, in the 
middle of the 12th century, was one of the reasons that all such 
efforts of unity ceased. It is worth mentioning also that the 
patriarch of the Syrian Orthodox church asked for unity with 
Rome during the same century. 

The Church’s sorrowful state of affairs was such that certain 
dioceses would see a bishop once every 50 years. Some 
bishops would ordain little boys as priests and send them far 
away places in some cases even newly born babies were 
ordained. 

This terrible situation forced the Pope to ordain Dominican and 
Franciscans fathers as bishops for the Eastern Church in Iraq in 
1253. One of the reasons for the delay in unity with Rome was 
that 10 Popes were elected in Rome in such a short period of 
time in the 13th Century.  

In 1287 the Mongols sent an ambassador to Rome, a church 
official, by the name of Somma. This official, lower than the 
rank of bishop was an inspector of the patriarchy in 
Briaathoota, and he carried a letter from the patriarch 
Yaballaha to the Pope. 

Ricoldo (the Pope’s representative) announced in Baghdad in 
1288 that faith of the Church of the East is a Catholic universal 
faith, and that there is no such thing as a special faith for Rome 
and another for the Chaldeans. This was said during his 
meeting with the Patriarch who came to meet him from Mosul. 
This shows clearly that the word Chaldean was widespread 
since the 13th Century. 

B- Beginning of the 14th Century 
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In 1302 patriarch Yaballaha, in a letter to the Holy See, 
expressed his deep wish to unite with Rome. 

At that time the king of Ugoria was a deacon by the name of 
Georgies, from the Eastern Church. He united with Rome and 
subsequently several church officials followed suit in unity 
with Rome but he was also opposed by several stern priests. 
When he died in 1305 he was succeeded by his nine year old 
son and once again the kingdom parted with Rome. 

These efforts of unity failed mainly because the papal delegate 
Youhanna did not understand Aramaic and the priests did not 
understand Latin they were unable to read each others books. 

We would like to make a positive observation for the non 
dedicants that the merchants of the Eastern Church were in 
firm unity with the west. Maybe this was due to their constant 
traveling between east and west and their knowledge of both 
Latin and Aramaic languages. Additionally, the Pope ordained 
Yohanna a bishop and under his jurisdiction were seven 
bishops from our church. However, the majority of the new 
church goers were converted from paganism to Christianity. 

In 1302 Pope Clement officially established a diocese united 
with Rome. He had six episcopates under its jurisdiction. They 
were in Tabriz, Georgia, South of India, Samarqand, and South 
of Becal Lake and in Salamis in 1402.These episcopate did not 
last more than fifty years as they started a gradual decline till 
1406.This could be attributed to the attack of Timor ling and 
the cutting of relationships with Rome and their subsequent 
isolation were reason for their discontinuity. Additionally, the 
Eastern Church suffered from chaos and wars after the collapse 
of the Abbasid civilisation and the emergence of the Mongols 

C-The Chaldeans in Cyprus 
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During the 12th and 13th century many of our church brethrens 
migrated to Cyprus. They requested to unit with Rome in 1222, 
but their efforts were unsuccessful.  

Several attempts were made by the Vatican in 1263, 1340 
finally succeeding in 1445. Pope Eugenus IIII said that” we 
should not refer to those Chaldeans as Nestorians”. At this time 
the Chaldean bishop in Cyprus was Timthauos.  

 

The Chaldean Patriarchs (1554-1986) 



 11 

D- Recent Times 

Throughout the world, Chaldeans number are approximately 
one and a half million. The greatest concentration is in 
Mesopotamia (nowadays: Iraq, Turkey, Syria (� 600000), 
U.S.A. (� 400000),� and Europe (� 100000), the rest over 50 
countries (400000). 

The head of the church is based in Baghdad, Iraq, and his title 
is Catholics Patriarch (Mar Emmanuel III Delli). Below him, 
there are:  4 archdioceses, 14 dioceses, 130 priest, and more 
than 400 monks and nuns in: Iraq, U.S.A., Syria, Lebanon, 
Turkey, Iran, Egypt, Australia and Canada. 

Pastoral centres in which only a priest service include: the 
United Kingdom, France, Austria, Holland, Denmark, Italy, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Sweden, Georgia and Jordan, New 
Zealand. 

 
The Chaldean Synod (Iraq in 2006) 
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III- The Chaldean in the UK 
 
Maybe one of the first Chaldean persons to 
live in the Uk was Alphonse Mingana. Born 
in 1878, near Zakho north of Iraq, died in 
1937. He lived in Birmingham, England, was 
a theologian, historian and an Oriental. He is 
best known for collecting and preserving the 
Mingana Collection of ancient Middle 
Eastern manuscripts at Birmingham. 
 
In 1920 the late Patriarch Emmanuel visited UK to discuse the 
bad situation of the Iraqi and Turkish Christians due to the 1st 
World War (1914-1918). They faced a horrible genocide.   
 
In 1950 the late Patriarch Yusuf VII Ghanima headed to 
London via Paris. He aimed establishing contact with the 
centres of influence towards the Iraqi affairs which related with 
the Iraqi minorities like Chaldean. 
 
There were tens of Chaldean families in the UK between 1950 
and 1970. But in the Seventies, many of qualified persons 
prefer to stay in the New Land, so in 1986, they appealed to the 
late Patriarch Paul II Shikho to appoint a pastor to look after 
their pastoral care.  
 

The pernicious Iraqi-Iranian war 
consume the country in the furnace 
of its fires for eight year, forcing 
millions of Iraqis to flee Iraq in 
search of peace in the west, a large 
number chose to settle in U K.  

 
In April 1986, Fr. Philip Najim was 
appointed by the late Patriarch Paul 
II Shikho to care for the spiritual and 

 
The late Patriarch 

Paul II Shikho 
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pastoral welfare of the Chaldean Community and other 
Catholics who arrived from Iraq. 

 
At that time there were around 250 
families. They were celebrating their 
religious and cultural activities in 
London at St. Anne Catholic Church 
(near Laxton Place). The number of 
families has been increasing gradually 
since then. In 1991 the community has 
managed to buy a small house in West 
Ealing.  
 

In 1991 the Gulf war forced hundreds 
of families to refuge to UK for 
residence as a result of the terrible 
situation there, where the number of 
families raised up to 400 families. 

 
 
In 1993 the late Patriarch Raphael 
Bidawid appointed Fr. Andrawes 
Abouna to be in charge of the 
community replacing Fr. Philip Najm. He conducted the 

pastoral service to his people for 
almost 12 years up to 2003, when he 
was ordained as a bishop on the 6th 
January 2003 by Pope John Paul II. In 
July 2000 the late Patriarch Raphael 
Bidawid visited the Community.  
 
On The 22nd December 
2003 His Beatitude 
Emmanuel III Delly 
appointed Fr Habib Jajou 

as a parish priest to take over the Mission. The assiduous 

 

 
Mon, Philip 

Najim 
 

 
The late Patriarch 
Raphael Bidawid 

 

 
Bishop  
Andrawes Abouna 
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Father continued to carry the flame 
of progress for the community, 
where the number of families have 
reached 500.  
 
With the increase of number of 
parishioners, the majority of them 
living in west London, the 
congregation moved its place of 
worship in August 2004 to the Holly 
Family Catholic Church in West 
Acton.  
 
IV- The Mission Today 

According to the Vatican II Decree on the Apostolate of Lay 
People (1965), the Chaldean Church in 1995 recommended the 
establishment of councils at all levels of the Church (including 
the parish). This to assist in the Church's apostolic mission.  

Around the Pastor, there are 16 members and over seventy 
active helper for the mission. The council looks after four 
committees: the Pastoral, the Liturgical, the Cultural, and 
the Finance one.  

The Pastoral Committee is active in pastoral care. It’s a 
ministry of care by pastor and the committee to members of the 
Mission especially in London. This can range anywhere from 
home visitation to providing formal counseling.  We try to 
listen, support, and encourage the members of the Community. 

We consider the family as a small church that holds our 
traditions, which is associated with the blood of the martyrs 
since the first century up till now, providing a lively testimony 
in the third millennium.  
 

 
His Beatitude  
Emmanuel III Delly  
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Also, the Committee offers charity help for the poor families in 
the Middle East, and who are refugees due to the despondent 
situation of Christians in Iraq.  
 
The Liturgical Committee looks after the Eastern Liturgy. A 
liturgy is the customary public worship done by the faithful 
people at the church every Sunday.  
 
They celebrate the Apostles Addi (Adaeus) and Mary. The year 
is divided into periods of seven weeks each, these are Advent, 
Annunciation, Ephiphany, Lent, Easter, the Apostles, Summer, 
"Elias and the Cross", "Moses", and the "Dedication" . "Moses" 
and the "Dedication" have only four weeks each.  
 
The other Sacraments in use among the Liturgical life are: 
2-Baptism, with which is always associated (3- Confirmation), 
4- Holy Order and 5- Matrimony, 6- Penance and 7- anointing 
the sick.  
 
The Cultural Committee focuses on the Christian teaching and 
Eastern culture such as preparing kids to celebrate the Holy 
Communion, teaching the new Aramiac Lang. (ALSORATH) 
and Arabic Language. It efforts are meanly concentrated on the 
usage of mass media as a significant area for spreading the 
Christian teaching.  
 
The committee wants to provide educating courses for the 
community, whose old cultural background goes back for 
thousands of years.   
 
The Mission’s House publishes al-Qeethara (52 pages 
bimonthly). It is the Community’s Magazine where we have 
published so far 100 issues. Additionally, Mesopotamia, (8 
pages), which is a bimonthly English Newsletter and the 
Sunday leaflet every week. In addition to that, it has published 
13 books and booklets concerning Christian life. It has 
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produced thousands of published books, researches, articles, 
CDs, etc.  
   
We continue to preserve our Eastern culture and traditions such 
as: the language, simple folklore, where approximately 80% 
speak the Arabic Language, in addition to the English 
language, while almost 60% speak ALSORATH language, 
which is a popular manner Aramaic Language.  
 
We depend on our Christian culture to evangelize by our style 
of life, which depends on three words, (Resurrection, Life, and 
Renewal) representing the Church of the East slogan. 
 
The Finance Committee tries to administrate and grow the 
church finance. 
 
All in all, the work undertaken by the four committees for the 
people who are distributed over London are: 
 

1- Mass every Sunday in the Holy Family Church. 
2- Other masses depending on the peoples’ needs during 

the week. 
3- Holding regular masses in Cardiff, Birmingham, 

Manchester and Surrey.   
4- Catechism every Saturday in the chaplaincy’s House, 

and Sunday at the church.  
5- Practising faith and culture in the church once a month 

on Sunday after the mass 
6- Organising four parties in a year. 
7- Updating the mission’s web site 

(www.chaldean.org.uk) 
8- Providing families with literature for faith and culture 

purposes such as magazines, books, CDs.  
9- Pastoral care when the pastor visits families daily (in 

London and over UK). 



 17 

10- Two journeys a year visiting religious buildings such as 
monastery or convent. 

 
 

We hope you will help us to deliver our Christian message to 
the community & the country that offered a blessed shelter to 
us as well.                                  
 
Currently the mission 
numbers about three 
thousand 
parishioners. 
Approximately 400 
families reside in and 
around London and 
about 250 families 
reside all over the U.K such as Kent, Leeds, Manchester, and 
Wales. 
 
Most families (approximately 50%) live in west London 
mainly. They set an example of Christian life, proud of their 
eastern origins holding on to our Civilization’s achievements, 
reacting and adapting positively to the European culture.  
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The Community has been contributing sedeously and working 
together with the British People in all fields: Medicine, 
Engineering, businesses and in the financial sector.  
 
The Church should grow and develop the practice of faith to 
suite the evolution of life; as Pope John XXIII said when he 
opened the second Vatican council: 

 
"The Church . . . will become greater in spiritual 
riches and gaining the strength of new energies 
there from, she will look to the future without fear . 
. . Our duty is to dedicate ourselves with an earnest 
will and without fear to that work which our era 
demands of us, thus pursuing the path which the 
Church has followed for 20 centuries."2.   

 
V- Building the church in the third millennium 
 
On 16th, October 1995 the Patriarchal Conference of the 
Chaldean Church was convened in Baghdad, after waiting six 
centuries for that. It has confirmed several political theological 
matters such as: the role of lay people, Church’s teaching and 
education, the important role of the Media, the pastoral mission 
of the church, the ecumenical movement. It did not touch 
deeply the peoples’ problems may be because the church was 
afraid of Iraqi Leviathan (The Saddam Hussein Regime).  
 
The conference has produced the following directives to be 
utilized to build the church in the third millennium. Below: 
short passages from the Patriarch Bedawid, Raphael article 
about the conference on 1998:  

 

                                                 
2 Paul, J., 1992, ‘Apostolic Letter Fidei Epositum’ in 
http://www.usccb.org/catechism/text/fideidepositum.htm (accessed 5 
July 2005) 
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‘It requires, deep rooted faith through the 
sacraments and the education, emphasizing on the 
Bible and the teachings of the Fathers of the 
Eastern Church and our Eastern heritage. It should 
allow the participation of Laity in church 
organizations and to trust them and provide 
enlightenment and upbringing. As to the Christian 
education, the church confirms its right to give a 
Christian upbringing for the new generation 
together with the participation of the family. A 
church without teaching has been compared to a 
barren woman.  Education and faith are connected 
together since ignorance almost means Godlessness 
(atheism). Apostolic church requires means for 
communicating within the society to proclaim the 
Good News. The importance of the clergy is to 
maintain their significant role in the continuation of 
the church. That is why the message of the church 
also is the ecumenical dialogue even with non-
Christians was addressed.3       

 
As Iraq loses all semblance of order and the indiscriminant 
violence continues , the Community feels the anguish of their 
relatives and loved once in Iraq. They are suffering together 
with their relatives from the consequences of these events. 
 
The carefully calibrated repression and attacks against the 
Christians have risen in Iraq where hundreds of them have been 
killed and as you are aware many Churches have been bombed, 
looted and vandalized, forcing many Christians to flee to Syria, 
Turkey and Jordan. 
 

                                                 
3 Bedawid, R., ‘Chaldean Patriarchal Conference’, Nagm Al-Masriq Journal 
4 (1998), 2. (The writer’s Trans.) 
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Our members of the community are unable to visit Iraq. It is 
still unsafe and difficult to travel; their relatives are unable to 
visit the UK because of the devalued Iraqi currency and the 
difficulty in obtaining the Visa. 
 
Finally, I wish to highlight that our Community has no 
permanent place of 
worship (a church 
or a hall) to 
practice their 
activities, so they 
are always faced 
with this important 
issue that needs to 
be looked at.     
  ��                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
We are called to 
make Christ’s face 
present in England so that our contemporaries can contemplate 
the splendor and brilliance of our God, who illuminates our 
deeds and give life to all immigrants from Iraq as it was with 
Father Abraham from Ur. 

 
  

We practice our religious and cultural activities in 
���������	
�����

�������
����� , 

Vale Lane, Acton, London W3 0DY 
Near West Acton (central line) or 

North Ealing (Piccadilly) tube 
Every Sunday at 12.30pm 
Tel/ Fax: 02089976370 
Fr_habib@yahoo.com 
www.chaldean.org.uk 
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Mass in the Holy Family/Acton/London 2008 
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With the Bishop Alan Hopes & Bishop Toma from the 
Syrian Orthodox Church. 2008 
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Concelebrating the International Mass at the Westminster 
Cathedral/ London (yearly) 
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A mass in the Holy Family Church Acton 
 

 
 
 The Chorus of the Church  
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The Community in Cheam/ Surrey after mass (monthly at 

St Christopher Church, Tabor Gardens 
Cheam, Sutton, SM3 8RU) 
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The Iraqi Christian Culture Society in Wales  
 

 
 

The Community in Cardiff after mass (Sat. bimonthly at 
the Holy Family Church (Carter Place, Fairwater, Cardiff 

CF5 3NP)) 
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Celebrating mass In Cardiff  
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Washing the Disciples’ Feet 
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Praying on the Occasion of the Feast of the Cross every 
year in 14 September 

 

 
 

We bless ten weddings yearly in the UK 
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The Community in Birmingham 2007 
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The Catechism (2005) 
 

 
(in 2005) 
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(in 2006) 

 
(in 2007) 
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(In 2008) 
 

 
 

(In 2008) 
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(In 2009) 

 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism  



 35 

 
 

The Charitable Committee (2009) 
 

 
 

Celebrating the Palm Sunday Mass 
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The Easter Eggs 

 
 

The Good Friday Celebration (the Way of the Cross) 
 

 
 



 37 

 

 
 

The Service Community in London 2008 
 

 
Celebrating mass at the Chapel of the  

Community House twice a week 
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One of a 50 Home Bible Study  
(Once a week) in London (2008-2009) 
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The Eastern Traditional Dance  
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 Mass in Aylesford 2006 
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The Ecumenical Cultural Conference 11/11/06  
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Culture and Faith meetings 2004-05 after mass 
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The Community in London after mass (bimonthly) 
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Minister Abbey 2005 
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The Community in Manchester 2008 
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Book Exhibitions (2005-2009) in London 
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The Church’s Football Team 2009 
 

 
 

With Bishop Andrawes Abouna 2009 
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ALQEETHARA MAGAZINE (1991-2009) 
 

  
 

    
 

   
The Mission Publishing 
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Mesopotamia, the bimonthly Eng. Lang. Newsletter 

 
Christmas Children Party (once a year) 
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 In the Universe Newspaper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Issue No. 1 of  

YANBOO ALSHARQ  
Newsletter in 1986 
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As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the 
parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also 

Christ. 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 

whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we 
were all given to drink of one Spirit. (1 Cor 12: 12-13) 

 
 

 
Map of the Mission’s House 

 
 
 

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to all those who 
assisted me in the completion of this booklet. 

 
Fr Habib Jajou 


