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Morning Praise according to the Eastern Liturgy 
(by Mar Ephrem)  

 

To You, is our praising O Lord. 
To You, is our thanking O Creator, 

We bless You O our former, oh compassionate Lord, merciful God, 
and kindness creator, 

O our Saviour, preserver, strengthen, and helper. 
We worship You O Lord, for having patience on us, and many 

graces for us. 
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O merciful gent and kind on us, 
Turn on us by Your numerousness mercies, 

O our trust and stronghold refuge. 
O Lord, our God, enlighten for us your face for our salvation. 

O acceptor the repentances by His mercy, accept our prayers and 
appeal, 

O responsive His worshippers, excuse us to enter our prayers and 
have mercy on us. 

O Forgiver the sins of deceased by His kindness, forgive our faults 
and sins by your kindness 

O erases the humankind sins by his grace, erase our numerous 
sins and have mercy on us 

O Lord, hope of human beings, give us Your secure and peace to 
thank your Trinity O Lord of all, for ever and ever amen. 
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2 O LORD, our Lord, how awesome is your name through all the earth! 
You have set your majesty above the heavens!  
3 Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have drawn a defense against 
your foes, to silence enemy and avenger.  
4 When I see your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and stars 
that you set in place--  
5 What are humans that you are mindful of them, mere mortals that you 
care for them?  
6 Yet you have made them little less than a god, crowned them with glory 
and honor.  
7 You have given them rule over the works of your hands, put all things at 
their feet:  
8 All sheep and oxen, even the beasts of the field,  
9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever swims the paths of 
the seas.  
10 O LORD, our Lord, how awesome is your name through all the 
earth!  
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Quotes on Service by Mother Teresa 
It is not how much we do, but how much love we put in the doing.  

It is not how much we give, but how much love we put in the giving. 
You and I, we are the Church, no? We have to share with our people. 

Suffering today is because people are hoarding, not giving, not sharing. 
Jesus made it very clear. Whatever you do to the least of my brethren, you 

do it to me. 
Give a glass of water, you give it to me. Receive a little child, you receive 

me... 
Love cannot remain by itself -- it has no 
meaning. Love has to be put into action, 

and that action is service 
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Iraq church has ‘new martyrs’, says 
Baghdad archbishop 

December 12th, 2007 , Stephen Brown 

Geneva (ENI). Christians are fleeing Iraq and Christianity risks 
disappearing from the country, says a senior Baghdad archbishop, 
reiterating appeals made recently to Western churches to intercede with 
their governments about the plight of the Iraqis. “We do have the courage 
of faith, the outpouring of love, but because of the war, you see death and 
destruction, the manifestation of evil. Our people are lacking hope, and so 
they are leaving,” said Archbishop Avak V. Asadourian of the Armenian 
Church of Iraq in an interview with Ecumenical News International on 10 
December. 

He was interviewed in Geneva following a service at the headquarters of 
the World Council of Churches, at which he said the four years since the 
US-led invasion had been “the most difficult by far” of his 28-year 
ministry in Iraq. Asadourian was attending a WCC meeting centred on 
accompanying churches in conflict situations. 

Young people “are faced each day with death and destruction, they are 
faced each day with being kidnapped or facing the agony of having a 
loved one who is kidnapped”, the prelate told worshippers at the service. 

Despite the hardships, Asadourian, who leads the Council of the Heads of 
the Churches in Baghdad, said the faith of the Christians in Iraq, who are 
estimated to account for less than 3 per cent of the country’s 27.5 million 
people, has not wavered, although many reports have said their numbers 
have dwindled. 

“On the contrary, we have been steadfast in our faith,” said the 
archbishop. He recounted how a Syrian Orthodox priest had been 
decapitated in the northern Iraq city of Mosul, apparently for refusing to 
“adopt another religion”. In the same city, a Chaldean priest and his three 
assistants were shot dead in June this year a few metres from their church. 
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“We have new martyrs in the church in Iraq,” said Asadourian. “I know of 
no one incident in the last four years where priests have converted to 
another religion because they have been threatened,” the archbishop 
stated, adding the same was true for lay people. “So in Iraq the faith of 
your brothers and sisters in Christ is strong enough to face martyrdom.” 

Nevertheless, “we are faced with the problem of the lack of hope,” the 
archbishop said in his sermon. “Unless the churches in Iraq can open 
small windows if hope then I am afraid that Christianity will face a slow 
demise not only in Iraq but in the entire region where Jesus Christ lived 
and worked,” he said 

 “I pray that the churches in the West will be strong enough to have a say 
in the corridors of power to remind those in power what they promised for 
Iraq and that it is high time that the promise is fulfilled,” the archbishop 
told ENI. “We ask for peace, not only for Christians, but for the entire 
Iraqi people, be they Muslim, Christian or adherents of other religions.” 

In his interview, Asadourian noted that the churches in Iraq had faced a 
conflict situation since 1980, with the outbreak of the war between Iran 
and Iraq, in which many young Christian men enlisted in the army had 
been killed. “After that came the Kuwait war - and what ensued after that 
was the 13 year long embargo, which in itself was a war,” said 
Asadourian. “Then we had the 2003 war - and after the cessation of 
hostilities, we have this, the war against terrorism taking place in the 
entire country.” 

WAYS OF COMING TO KNOW GOD 2 

31 Created in God's image and called to know and love him, the person 
who seeks God discovers certain ways of coming to know him. These are 
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also called proofs for the existence of God, not in the sense of proofs in 
the natural sciences, but rather in the sense of "converging and convincing 
arguments", which allow us to attain certainty about the truth. These 
"ways" of approaching God from creation have a twofold point of 
departure: the physical world, and the human person.  

32 The world: starting from movement, becoming, contingency, and the 
world's order and beauty, one can come to a knowledge of God as the 
origin and the end of the universe.  

As St. Paul says of the Gentiles: For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation 
of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has 
been clearly perceived in the things that have been made.[7]  

And St. Augustine issues this challenge: Question the beauty of the earth, 
question the beauty of the sea, question the beauty of the air distending 
and diffusing itself, question the beauty of the sky... question all these 
realities. All respond: "See, we are beautiful." Their beauty is a profession 
[confessio]. These beauties are subject to change. Who made them if not 
the Beautiful One [Pulcher] who is not subject to change?[8]  

33 The human person: with his openness to truth and beauty, his sense of 
moral goodness, his freedom and the voice of his conscience, with his 
longings for the infinite and for happiness, man questions himself about 
God's existence. In all this he discerns signs of his spiritual soul. The soul, 
the "seed of eternity we bear in ourselves, irreducible to the merely 
material",[9] can have its origin only in God.  

34 The world, and man, attest that they contain within themselves neither 
their first principle nor their final end, but rather that they participate in 
Being itself, which alone is without origin or end. Thus, in different ways, 
man can come to know that there exists a reality which is the first cause 
and final end of all things, a reality "that everyone calls God".[10]  

35 Man's faculties make him capable of coming to knowledge of the 
existence of a personal God. But for man to be able to enter into real 
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intimacy with him, God willed both to reveal himself to man, and to give 
him the grace of being able to welcome this revelation in faith.(so) The 
proofs of God's existence, however, can predispose one to faith and help 
one to see that faith is not opposed to reason.  

 

JESUS IS THE VINE 
 
Fr Habib JAJOU 
 
Jesus said that He is the Vine and we are the branches. The first 
name of God was YAHWEH; when Moses the prophet asked 
God about His name, God told him that He is Who is always 
present. 
 
God’s name is very important, the same for our names. It 
means giving one’s self to other, so that thanking each other is a 
significant point in our life as we believe in love, shearing life, 
worships God, Who is Love. God, Who has chosen us, always 
loves us.  
Giving himself to us, when He gave us His Word Jesus Christ, 
was to remain in Him as He remains in us. We practice this 
every Sunday when celebrate mass. 
 
The relation between Jesus Christ and us become as the relation 
between vine and branches. Branches must remain and abide in 
the vine. By the law of Love we may remain in Jesus. Baptism is 
the first step for that; the life of grace.  
 
Our Lord calls us to share his life, so do we answer His call? We 
can know that if we become more like Jesus, I mean holy 
people. 
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We have vocation to love others, to remain in Jesus in order to 
keep His law, trying to do well. Let us try not to loose any 
moment of our life rather to act as a good faithful.  

YOU SAY     GOD SAYS 

By Emad Jamil - Baghdad 

YOU SAY  GOD SAYS  BIBLE VERSES  
You say: "It's 
impossible"  

God says: All things 
are possible  

(Luke 18:27)  

You say: "I'm too tired"  God says: I will give 
you rest  

(Matthew 11:28-30)  

You say: "Nobody 
really loves me"  

God says: I love you  (John 3:1 6 & John 
3:34 )  

You say: "I can't go on" God says: My grace is 
sufficient  

(II Corinthians 12:9 
& Psalm 91:15)  

You say: "I can't figure 
things out"  

God says: I will direct 
your steps  

(Proverbs 3:5- 6)  

You say: "I can't do it"  God says: You can do 
all things  

(Philippians 4:13)  

You say: "I'm not able"  God says: I am able  (II Corinthians 9:8)  
You say: "It's not worth 
it"  

God says: It will be 
worth it  

(Roman 8:28 )  

You say: "I can't 
forgive myself"  

God says: I Forgive 
you  

(I John 1:9 & 
Romans 8:1)  

You say: "I can't 
manage"  

God says: I will supply 
all your needs  

(Philippians 4:19)  

You say: "I'm afraid"  God says: I have not 
given you a spirit of 
fear  

(II Timothy 1:7)  

You say: "I'm always 
worried and frustrated"  

God says: Cast all 
your cares on ME  

(I Peter 5:7)  
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You say: "I'm not smart 
enough"  

God says: I give you 
wisdom  

(I Corinthians 1:30)  

You say: "I feel all 
alone"  

God says: I will never 
leave you or forsake you  

(Hebrews 13:5) 

  


