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Archbishop Sako: the U.S. and Baghdad should
be pressured to help Iragi Christians to stay

May 13th, 2008

TheWest must welcome and make room for Iragi Christisho have left their country, but at the same finmeust apply
political pressure on United States and the govenirof Baghdad to allow those who decide to renraiheir country to do
so in security and with respect. The Christiandrad are, in fact, a richness of for the univeiGalurch, and must not be
forgotten, nor abandoned, in the face of the ptapéthe total Islamisation of Iraq, carried fordany the extremists. This is
the appeal that Louis Sako, the Chaldean archbishéfirkuk, has issued in Fribourg, Switzerlandridg a conference held
at the university, the main passages of which weseqmt here.

The Christians of the in the Kurdish region in the north, which they wéweced
West must come to a to leave by the regime of Saddam. The Kurdish
realisation of the government, thanks to the concern on the part ef th
gravity of the tragedy finance minister, who is a Christian, has rebuiieit
of the Iragi Christians. homes in their villages, but they lack sanitatienilities,
They are the most schools, and work. In the villages of the plainNifieveh,
ancient inhabitants of there are 7,000 families that have emigrated froosi|
the country, and a Baghdad, and Basra. Rents are high, and many young
significant part of its people cannot attend the schools or university.
culture. But they are
often the victims of So what should be done? Creating a highly publiise
violence that strikes programmed for welcoming Christians would have
them in that they are perverse effects on those who want to remain. Thdse
Christians. leave weaken those who stay, and give further reéso
the Islamists to pressure us to leave the coub&ygause
Iraqi Christians feel alone, isolated, and forgott&hey we have a refuge abroad. Encouraging immigratiothis
have no confidence in a secure future in the fdcthe way means emptying Irag, and perhaps the Eastisof i
great silence of the international community andtted Christians. It means depriving country of this sfiec
Church itself, except for the pope and some Eumopeg element of spirituality, of openness and capacity f
bishops. It is clear that many know nothing abduw t dialogue.
Christians of the East, and forget that they athabrigin
of Christianity. The diplomatic and political help of the West mist
concentrated on the United States and Iraqi goventm
Just 30 years ago, we were 5% of the populatiow, we and also on states that support the Islamisatidnagf to
are 3%. The fall of the regime and the Americaragion bring respect for the dignity of persons and funeatal
have created a very unstable situation: the couh&ry freedoms, and to stop the persecution and etheamsing.
become a theatre for terrorism. The educated ddssee
been dispersed. Since 2006, the situation hasiotetted As for the families that have already emigratedEtwope,
even further. The extremists - the leaders of whane there is the need to integrate them and legalissr th
foreigners - have emphasised their final objectofe permanent residence. For those who have takeneéfug
creating an Islamic state. They are calling foragih neighbouring countries, welcome should be extenibed
supporting and encouraging violence, and the ekmos families that are truly threatened, or those thaveh
belt has become a direct way to heaven. The attanks relatives already living in the West; the othersudtl be
churches, the kidnapping of priests in BaghdadMosul, helped to move to cities where security is guaehtéor
the killing of three priests, of two sub deaconsl af the example the north of Iraq.
Chaldean archbishop of Mosul have completely dgstio
the confidence of many Christians. The Western Church must help us; | believe thaterly
only the Church can do something, helping us ndy on
The exodus of the Christians is tak|ng place in tduntext. with Words' but Concrete|y’ to remain in our Coyntr
There are 100,000 refugees in Syria, 30,000 inaford Priority must be given to the opening of schools,
many thousands in Lebanon, Egypt, Turkey. They know  professional institutions, nursing schools, toc¢heation of
that their living situation can only be temporaayd the small agricultural projects and economic and health
prospect of returning home seems like a dream. Hney organisations. This will certainly produce jobschese it
desperate. Many others, especially the poores, resfige will nourish the people’s hope of being able to/sta




Britain’s Christians must support Holy Land
believers - Archbishop

April 17th, 2008

The

Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, has
urgently appealed to Christians in the UK to become
better informed of the crisis affecting fellow
believers in the Holy Land, who he says “feel igrtbr
or forgotten” by Western Christians.

Dr Williams was commenting ahead of a conference
at Lambeth Palace on Wednesday, to be joined by
BibleLands, a Christian charity providing financial
support to the Holy Land.

The conference is being held to address ways in
which Christians in the UK can support Christiams i
the Middle East.

Dr Williams will address the conference alongside
Archbishop Paul Sayah (Maronite Archbishop of
Haifa and the Holy Land) and Bishop Angaelos
(General Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in
the UK). Lord Steel, meanwhile, will chair a questi
and answer panel.

Describing the situation of Christians in the Migld!
East ahead of tonight’s conference, Dr Williamslsai
“There is an urgent need fgeople in the UK to
wake up to the fact that Christians in the MiddesE
are living through a time of change more dramati
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and more costly than anything that has been saen fo
a thousand years and more.”

He went on to highlight the “tragic situation” of
Christian refugees from Iraq and the “quiet but
numerically huge exodus of Christians”, particuylarl
educated Christians, out of the entire Middle East
region.

“The remaining Christian communities are left
exposed to violence or extremism in many countries,
and the societies they live in are deprived of sofme
their most creative and resourceful citizens,” dard
Williams.

The conference will highlight a new book from the
Middle East Council of Churches, ‘Christianity: A
History in the Middle East, which outlines the
historical background to the difficulties of Chigsts

in the region today.

“We badly need to be better informed about both the
present and the past of these communities,” said Dr
Williams.

The conference will also announce a new scholarship
to study the impact of migration among Iraqi
Christians, supported by the Archbishop’s Mission t
the Assyrians, the Philip Usher Fund and the
Anglican and Eastern Churches Association. In
addition to this, the Nikaean Ecumenical Trust is
giving a Bishop Buxton Bursary to two Syrian
Orthodox deacons from Lebanon to study English in
the UK for two months and to learn something of the
church in the UK.

He said: “These are small gestures in the overall
context of anxiety and suffering for our brothersl a
sisters in the Middle East, but our hope is thalth
will do something to raise awareness on behalf of
Christian communities in the ancient heartlands of
faith who so often feel ignored or forgotten by us
their Western fellow-Christians.”

Dr. Suha Rassam is Catholic Woman of the Year

Dr. Suha Rassam, founder of the charity Iragi Gians in Need (ICIN) and author of the book "Chaistty in Irag" has been
named one of four Catholic women of the year. Steig the charity last year with a group of fellbagis in the London area
to provide financial and spiritual support for Ir&hristian refugees, particularly Byria. She regularly speaks at churches
and other venues to raise awareness about Iraggti@ahs, as well as funds for the charity. Earlies year she visite8yria to
see the situation for herself. Dr. Rassam will ne=dier award at a luncheon in Thistle Hotel, MarBirch, London, on

October 10th, 2008.

Dr J8eferta



May 3rd, 2008 WASHINGTON (AFP) —

g A us watchdog on religious freedom

= on Friday expressed serious concern
@~ over violations in strife-torn Iraq and was

& considering whether to place the ally of
@ Washington on a blacklist with countries
fi such as North Korea and Iran.

The United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom said in &
letter to Secretary of State Condoleezza Ric
that it was “seriously concerned” about
religious freedom conditions in Iraq, where
widespread persecution of Christians has
been reported.

D

The 10-member commission last year placed
Irag on its “watch list” but its members were
now divided on whether it should be
maintained in that category or dumped to a
“country of particular concern” blacklist,
' officials said.
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“There is some contention, the debate ig
whether it should go up or down,” one
official told AFP, speaking on condition of
anonymity due to the sensitivity of the issue.

A

The commission said in the letter to Rice,
together with its annual recommendations on
the status of religious freedom worldwide,
that its members would travel to Iraq later
this month to study the issue further.

It planned to make the “appropriate
designation” for Iraqg in the “near future.”

=f gm=fd Q0L T0

“The letter speaks for itself. You would hear
from us soon,” commission chairman
Michael Cromartie told a news conference
when asked about the rare omission of th
entire Iraq chapter from its 338-page annua|
report.
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The divisions among the commission’s
members over the draft Irag chapter were
reportedly along party lines.
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<3 Five members of the panel were appointed
by the Republican Party and four by the

N Democrats. A State Department official in
charge of religious freedom affairs serves as g
non-voting member.
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It would be an embarrassment for the

administration of President George W. Bush if the
influential commission recommends to the State
Department that Iraq be downgraded as a country of
particular concern.

Blacklisting Iraq could also prompt the next US
president to impose sanctions on Baghdad as refjuire
by US law, including withholding foreign aid.

Five years after the United States waged war an Ira
saying it wanted to free the people from the tyyann
of Saddam Hussein, ethnic and religious tensions
threaten to rip the country apart.

“Just speaking for myself, | am particularly
concerned by the fact that the religious minorjties
the defenseless minorities — those without the
militas — are being pushed out of Iraqg,”
commissioner Nina Shea said.

Widespread persecution of Christians, including the
bombing of churches and the murder of priests, has
forced hundreds of thousands to flee, mostly to
neighboring countries or to Kurdish northern Iraq.

Irag’s Christians, with the Chaldean rite the latge
community, were said to total as many as 800,000
before the US-led invasion in 2003 but the number i
now thought to be half that figure.

Four Iraqgi Christian Leaders were martyred
in Iragq between 2006 and 200

1-Bishop Paules F. 2-Fr Paules Iskandar

Rahho
£ )
Hag ety
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3-Fr Ragheed Ganny | 4- Fr Yousif A. Abody




MARY IS MARYAM IN ARABJ|c

By Dr. Joe Seferta

|n this month of Our

Lady, it would be
interesting to
what place the Mother of.
Jesus occupies in thi
Islamic  religion, =
particularly in the Quran.,
Of course the
Maryam has always been

used by Arabic-speaking Christians as well, eve

centuries before the birth of Islam. Nevertheless

Muslims do venerate Mary, simply because sh
is the mother of ‘Isa, who is regarded as a gre
prophet.

In fact the whole of Chapter 19 (98 verses) of thg

Quran is dedicated to the story of Mary, and it$

contents are both similar to, and
different from, the Gospel account:
While the similarities indicate 3
Muhammad’s limited familiarity with
Christianity, the differences reflect th
influence of the Apocryphal Gospels.

The story of Maryam begins with th
declaration that she was chosen by G
who purified her and filled her with his
graces. She is described as the m
powerful and devout of all women, an
is held up as a “sign”afyah) to the
world. From her mother’s womb, she i
consecrated to God and preserved frc
“the touch of Satan”. This is close t
our Catholic dogma of the Immaculat
Conception, although it is based on tt
doctrine of Original Sin which is abser
in Islam.

.oo"‘o.......‘.

In verses 17-21 of Chapter 19, there
an annunciation scene that is similar
the one in Luke’s account. After Jibri
(Gabriel) announces the forthcomin
birth of ‘lsa, Maryam exclaims: “How
shall | have a son when no mortal ha
touched me?” Whereupon the ang

1%

replies: “So it will be. Allah
creates what he wills. If he
decrees a thing, he says to it
only ‘Be’ and it is.” So
Maryam, believing the angel’'s
words, then conceives and
gives birth to Isain a secluded
place by a palm tree. When she
later returns to her people, they
are shocked and unjustly accuse
her of immorality. But she is
defended by the infant who
miraculously speaks from his
cradle.

It is remarkable that the Quranic account reflects
belief in the Virgin Birth, namely, that Jesus was
born of a virgin, without a human father, but bg th
power of God. The Quran also contains a possible
allusion to the flight to Egypt. There are, however
obvious omissions as well, such as the role ofplgse
the visits by the shepherds and the magi, the
presentation in the temple, as well as
the later events involving Mary, notably
. the finding in the temple, the wedding
feast of Cana and the Crucifixion. In
addition, Mary is referred to in verse 28
as “the sister of Aaron”, disclosing a
possible confusion with the brother of
Moses.

Islamic tradition accepts all the above
Quranic references to Mary, and
veneration to her is still popular among
Muslim women today, some of whom
even visit churches to pray to her and
ask for favours. Even though statues are
forbidden in Islam, some homes in
° countries such as Iran do have statues
of Mary who is looked upon as the ideal
woman.

Perhaps, then, Mary can be a good
starting point in a Christian-Muslim

dialogue. While Muslims reject the

divine nature of Jesus, they at least
share a view of Mary that is similar to
ours. They too are impressed by her
example of humble obedience, loving
sacrifice, prayerful service, and

continuous dedication to God’s will.



Early Christians in Mesopotamia

(The First Two Centuries) ( )
By Farid Oufi

| t is known that the traditional
evangelizers of Mesopotamia
* are St Addai and St Mari, both
i were early adherents to
#8 Christianity and  Christ's

/g A\ disciples. Both were known to
be among the seventy two groups who Chris
appointed and sent them in pairs to all towns an
places he himself was to visit

o

One account says that St Addai started his jouofiey
faith from Palmyra and took his missionabHira in
Mesopotamia where literature and religious freedor
flourished.

=

According to known historical tradition, Addai was
sent by St Thomas, the Apostle, to Ededdda(in

turkey) which lies at the upper Mesopotamia wherg
he founded the Christian church in the first centur
He became the first bishop of Edessa, and had éwely
pupils in the evangelistic work one of them wgai
or Aji who was a maker of silk cloths and helmets fof

the king of Edessa. He abandoned his business and

concentrated his efforts to work for the spread of
faith.

Once the king of Edessa want&jhi to make him a

golden belt butAjai made the excuse for being
unable to do so because he was too busy in resigio
affairs. The king was unhappy and sent his men {o
do some harm téjai. They found him in a church
preaching and praying. They broke his leg for not
obeying the order of the king.

—

Ajai succeeded St Addai as a bishop of Edess
probably early in the second century and dic
evangelistic work in Persia and further east unti
India. He also visited areas around Babylonia bu
there is nothing recorded for him in southern
Mesopotamia while the region was left apparently t
St Mari who originally connected with evangelistic
work in Nisibin and Nineveh where Aramaic-
speaking Christians of Jerusalem dispersed after t
destruction of the Temple in 70 AD

D
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About 30 years after the Ascension or the year B3 A
or so, Addai and Mari started their missionary work
in Mesopotamia. Mari was directed by Addai to ga

to the southern region where the Persians were the

rulers of the land.

St Addai, in an account by historian al-Saudi, had
installed Mari as the first bishop in southern

Mesopotamia and Persia. Mari, who wasE
baptized only five years after the

Ascension, was to do his work under sl
Persian rule which was weakened by"
division and disputes. I
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Babel today

He found in Babylon and other towns a deal
number of Jews with whom he could talk

and initiate a dialogue as they understood
each other. Mari moved to the center ofs
power in Ma-da-in which was built by
Philaipheus, a slave of Alexander the
Great, and toSulucia-Ctesiphionwhich

was the capitol of the Parthian dynasty of”
Persia.

Accounts on Mari's evangelistic work,

sketchy or not at all, tell us how hee
managed to overcome his initial trouble <=
with the pagans, heirs of Mesopotamiano

civilization.

Mari was disappointed about what he <>
encountered in his missionary Bulucia-
Ctesiphon People were confused by lies,
deceit and failure. It was a horribly sinful >
environment where people had drunken
orgies, incestuous feeling, and licentio
behaviour. They were busy with pleasure, i
not caring to listen to the words of God. To

them hope and true love had died. Theyd=al
idolized their earthly gods, and were black
hearted.

This environment saddened evangelist Mari and
depressed him and got him down. He petitioned St
Addai to relieve him from his missionary work ingh
area. But Addai refused to allow Mari to negldwt t
people ofSulucia-Ctesiphgnand urged him to deal



with the situation cautiously and patiently, usihg
power of persuasion.

Mari was encouraged by Addai's message an
changed his methods, undisturbed by the sinfy

behaviour of people. He poured the words of God at

their assemblies of pleasure and leisure time. aAdd
gave him unfailing hope. Through prayers and faitl
healing, he turned the corner through and ordinar
people started to believe, even when they did nc
understand, and came in growing numbers to h
prayer sessions. Mari got things moving in thétrig

direction.

Once an elder fell terminally sick, and Mari took
special care about him, always praying at his loeqsi

making the sign of the cross on his forehead. Th

e

elder soon recovered to the amazement of his people
He surprised them to say “This man is the shadow of
God, he saved me”, referring to Mari beside him.
“He is not a human being”, he added as to indibate
was healed by a miracle.

Through many other cases of faith healing, Mari
would turn the people to the words of God and many
were baptized at his hands. People started to
recognize him as the respected member of their
society offering him a front seat in their asseebli
instead of the back seat he used to"takeeople put
their trust in Mari, and listened to his views @ith

and were undoubtedly cured of their doubts. Mari
finally received recognition and admiration from
people of all social classes. (To be continued)

Churches of Mosul/ NINEVEH, North of Irag

Mosul contains several old churches, some date batkthe early centuries of Christianity.

1.The Church of St. PeteBliamoun Al-Saja

The oldest Chaldean church in Mosul. It was founded
the 9th century, and it is considered a very ingart

church due to its archaeological value.
2.Church of St. Thomas

Named after St. Thomas the Apostle who preached

Mesopotamia. Its foundation is in the 8th century.
3.St. PethiorChurch

St. Pethionwas martyred in 446 AD. It dates back to the

10th century.
4.Al- TahiraChurch (The Immaculate)
It dates back to the 7th century.
5.St.HudeniChurch

St. Ahudemmeh (Hudem8rchbishop ofTikrit was martyred in 575 AD. It

dates back to the 10th century,
6.St. George's Monaste(iylar Gorgees)

It's probably built late in the 17th century. A mayd church was built in 1931.
7. There are other historical buildings: the Domini¢athers Monastery
which dates back to 1893, St. Elijah's Monasteny, ldar Michael Monastery

JONAH THE PROPHET IN NINEVEH AND THE WORD OF GOD

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second @i8et out for the great city of Nineveh, and amue to it
the message that | will tell you." 3 So Jonah madely and went to Nineveh, according to the LORiXigling.
Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; it toalee days to go through it. 4 Jonah began his gyutirough
the city, and had gone but a single day's walk ancing, "Forty days more and Nineveh shall be dgstt," 5
when the people of Nineveh believed God; they pioetd a fast and all of them, great and smallpput
sackcloth. 6 When the news reached the king of Wiheghe rose from his throne, laid aside his robeered
himself with sackcloth, and sat in the ashes. hTiehad this proclaimed throughout Nineveh, byekeof the
king and his nobles: “Neither man nor beast, neitia¢tle nor sheep, shall taste anything; theyl sizdleat, nor
shall they drink water.” 8 Man and beast shall beeced with sackcloth and call loudly to God; evergn shall
turn from his evil way and from the violence he imaband. 9 Who knows, God may relent and forgare]
withhold his blazing wrath, so that we shall notigie"



Accessed from

Dr Suha Rassam's
book (Christianity
in Irag/Chap. 7)

Protestants of all types were
acknowledged as one group,
independent from other
Christians denominations, as

millet under the Ottomans in 1850 by Sultar

Abdul Hamid.

In Wilayat al-Mosul | a special Firman was sen

to the Pasha of Mosul in 1854, after which thé

Protestants appointed a
representative  for  their
community to the governing
authorities. He would be
responsible  for  official
matters such as records of
births and deaths and
marriages and other
organisational activities of
the community.

Since Protestants are not a single community

with a centralised authority like the Catholic
Church and other Eastern Churches, they 3

became a conglomerate organisation under the

title ‘The National Protestant Evangelical
Community” and in 1868, Iremya Shamir was
appointed responsible for themAfter the
institution of the monarchy the Protestant
community continued to function in a similar
way although some of churches put initially]
under the umbrella of Protestants could n
longer be accepted, such as the Lutherans a
the Seven Day Adventists.

The first Protestant house of worship was

acquired in Mosul in 1840, but since the
community failed to acquire a substantia

number of worshippers it was closed in the

middle of the eighties and a smaller place wa
acquired in 1990 in a different district. In
Baghdad a church was built which was
inaugurated on the"Sof August 1954 and in
Basrah a church was built in 1997.
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Harith Ghanima writing in 1998, mentions that
there were 350 families in Baghdad, 120 in
Basrah, 15-20 in Mosul, 20 in Kirkuk, ten in
Bartella, two in Bahshiqga,

The total number of the Christians belonging to
the Protestant Churches in Iraq as published in
the ‘World Church handbook’ based on the

operation of World data base by Patrick

Johnstone- WEC International 1993 and edited
by Peter Briely-London,1997 is a total of 4692.

In the same publication the estimated total
number of the Iraqgi Christian population is given

as: 573918

A Prayer for Reconciliation

! From “The Protestants and Evangelicals in Iraq'§20



The one who comes from above is above all. The one who is of the earth is earthly and speaks
of earthly things. But the one who comes from heaven (is above all). He testifies to what he has
seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. Whoever does accept his testimony certifies
that God is trustworthy. For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. He does not
ration his gift of the Spirit. The Father loves the Son and has given everything over to him.
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but

the wrath of God remains upon him.

If from one fire you light
other fires in a great many
different places, the first fire
is not lessened in the least...
It is just the same with God
and his Christ: although they
are one, yet they dwell within
each of the great multitude of
men. In the same way the sun
iIs not a whit diminished in
heaven because its power is
poured out on the earth. How
much greater, then, is God’s
power, since it is by the
power of God that the sun
itself subsists...

When it was a grievous
burden to Moses to lead the
camp alone, the Lord said to
him: “I will take some of the
spirit that is on you and will
bestow it on the seventy
elders of Israel” (cf. Nb
11,17). But when He took

away some of Moses’ spirit

and the seventy men were
filled with it, was Moses

deprived in any way? Did

anyone notice that he had lesg
spirit? Moreover the blessed
apostle Paul also said: God
distributed the Spirit of his

Christ and sent it into the
[New Testament] prophets
(cf. 1Cor 12,11.28). But

Christ was not in any way
hurt by this, for his Father did
not ration his gift of the

Spirit.

It is in this sense... that Christ
dwells in faithful men. And

he suffers no loss though He
is divided among so many.
For the Prophets received of
the Spirit of Christ, each as
much as he was able to bear
And today, too, it is the same
Spirit of Christ who is poured
forth upon all flesh so that

sons and daughters, old men

Copyright © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, GEB

and youths, menservants and
maidservants might prophesy
(JI' 3,1; Acts 2,17). Something
of Christ is in us, yet he is in
heaven at the right hand of his
Father. And Christ did not
receive the Spirit by measure,
but his Father loved him and
delivered all things into his
hands, and gave him authority
over all his treasure... And
also our Lord said: “All
things have been handed over
to me by my Father” (Mt
11,27)... And finally the
apostle Paul said: “Everything
will be subjected to Christ
excluding the Father who
subjected everything to him.
When everything is subjected
to him then he himself will be
subjected to God his Father
who subjected everything to
him, so that God may be all in
all” (1Cor 15,27-28).



SHINING LIGHT ON THE RIGHTOUS AND JOY ON
THE CLEAN OF HEARTS

By St. Ephrem (302-376 AD)
Translated and Edited by Dr Nadhim Shamoon
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Pope St. Clement of Rome’s prayer for political autorities

Pope St. Clement of Rome provides the Church's amasent prayer for political authorities:

%

2 5t. Clement of Rome, Ad Cor. 61: SCh 167,198-200.
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By the Editor

The martyrdom of Bishop Rahho, and Father Jose
Aboody, is the latest in series, of systematig
slaughtering of innocent Iraqi Christians. It isign
that Christ is being crucified again. In fact, Ghiiis
being crucified everyday, when martyrs, are falling
one by one, like shooting stars, in our bleediag.Ir

Bishop Rahho, worked hard, to liberate the city o
Mousil, socially, economically, politically, cultally
and nationally. He tried to activate all groups)ito
up their spirits, and raise their hopes, for a drett
future, following the invasion of 2003.

He contributed in bringing Christian thought, thgbu
the media, as a vital part of Iraq’s passionateybod

Rahho had a charismatic personality. His life
proclaimed the kingdom of god. He valued it asfa gi
from God. He even refused to emigrate from Iraq, g
isolate Christians, in any safe havéfe considered
the Christians, as the yeast of the Iragi society.

Losing Bishop Rahho is a disastrous blow for
Christians and all Iraqgis. For all people who have
goodwill, a loss for the civilized world, and alsatk
not only for the Iraqi church but for all Iraqgis,
regardless of their religion or their nationality.

Prophet Daniel says that martyrdom has a dee
meaning. It represents a great battle between go
and evil. A battle, where only God knows its
mystery, God allowed the death of a His followers
Martyrdom is a sacrifice where Christian, by
following Christ, painfully overcomes evil,
irresistible pain due to the devotion for the Lord.

So did martyrs since the days of St. Stepher
Apostles of the Lord and even Bishop Rahho. Som
of them were stoned to death, others were execute
others were crucified, others were beaten to dea
and others were killed by spear or shaft.

Martyrdom says, O Lord, our steadfastness again
the evil has become a new baptism. The marty
scream and shout to God not as Abel, who asked f
revenge, but to let murderers know that God is love

Mar Aphrem (+373) says about the wicked on
judgement day:
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St. Paul said in his second letter to Corinthidwad if
one dies for everyone, everyone will be died *

(
' (2Cor. 5:14)

Killing Bishop Rahho was death for us to born again
from our old man and gains a new life. This is the
same with Jesus Christ's death for his disciphesy t
were born spiritually and have generated a new
church which has spread all over the world. The
blood of the martyr then becomes the seed for the
birth of a new life.

Presently, after five years of darkness (2003-2008)
Iraq is still living the dark yearave need to activate
the role of education in people's lives, to uptife
moral and divine values, among the Iraqis.

All Iragi officials are called to renew their thdug;
to be trustees for their people, to criticise thelves
humbly and honestly and admit mistakes that
contributed and still contributes to the destructas



Irag every day economically, culturally, sociallyca
educationally.

Democracy does not mean distributing arms angd
weapons, to let people kill each other. Democracy i
essential to develop, the human life for better and
best. It is not a tool to harass and persecutelpeoy
because of their religion and beliefs.

Why do we have to face this injustice, unfairness,

and daily persecution, displacement, and
intimidation? Thanks to Christians doctors,
intellectuals, educated scholars, through
history, for helping in building and

nourishing, what was known as the golden
eras of Islamic Empire, since the time of the
Abbasid rule in Irag, and the whole region.
They helped in spreading civilization, in the
Mesopotamia, and the rest of the region.

If these Iraqi Christians leave their country
Iraqg, there won't be left but darkness. What

Prayer.

O LORD, REMEMBER NOT ONLY
THE MEN AND WOMEN OF GOOD

WILL, BUT ALSO THOSE OF ILL WILL.

DO NOT ONLY REMEMBER THE SUFFERING THEY HAVE INLFITED UPON US, BUT
REMEMBER THE GIFTS THAT WE GAINED THROUGH OUR SUFRINGS, - COMRADESHIP,
LOYALTY, COURAGE, GENEROSTIY, AND THE GREATNESS OREART THAT HAS GROWN

OUT OF ALL THIS.
WHEN THEY COME TO BE JUDGED, LET ALL THE FRUITS THAWE HAVE BORNE BE
THEIR FORGIVENESS AMEN.

we see today in Iraq, is the law of the jungle.l\tié
UN has anything to say about this!

Praying is not enough, rather, working hard and
diligently to support the Christians and all Iradiaq
society can't be well-ordered unless the government
has invested with legitimate authority to presedtse
institutions to work and care for the well fare.

We need a strong Iragi government to unite the
country, and secure peace and equality for all.

FOUND ON THE BODY OF A DEAD CHILD AT RAVENSBRUCK CRCENTRATION CAMP WHERE 50,000
WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE KILLED BY THE NAZI'S DURINGTHE SECOND WORLD WAR

"#$% ! &%'%

(ARGYL ) MODEL 1911 WAS THE FIRST CAR
WHICH INTERED BAGHDAD



The Sunday Masses at the Oriental Churches in Londo

(Chaldean Catholic Mission) at The Holy family Cath olic Church, Vale
Lane, West Acton, London W3 ODY (12.30 pm) (Tel.: O 2089976370)
(Syriac Catholic Mission) at The Holy Trinity Churc h, 41 Brook Green,

Hammersmith, London W6 7BL (1pm)(Mob: 07876424662)

(Syriac Orthodox Church) at St Andrews
Church, Star Road, London W14 (4pm)(Tel.:
02086547531)

(Assyrian Church) at St. Mary Parish,
Westminster Road, Hanwell, London W7 3TU
(9am) (020815671814)

(The Ancient Church of the East) at St Mary
Church hall, 62 Greenford Avenue, London, W7
4NQ. (9am) (Tel.: 02085676463)

(The Greek-Orthodox Church of Antioch) at St

George’'s Cathedral Church, l1a Red hill
Street. London NW1 4BG (10.30am) (Tel.:
02073830403)

(The Lebanese Maronite Order) at Our Lady of
Sorrow, 17 Cirencester Street, Paddington W2

Statuette of a kneeling man, known as the "worsdngp Larsa".
Dedicated by an inhabitant of Larsa to the god Amtor the life of
Hammurabi. Bronze and gold, early 2nd millenium BC.
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' St Luke 10:1-9 refers
" “Mukhtasor Al-Akhbar al-Bi-iya” — pp 110-116



