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Iraqi Christians need protection: Pope 
July 26th, 2008  

Pope Benedict XVI has told Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki that minority Christians in Iraq need 
more protection but the Iraqi leader assured him that Christians were not being persecuted. 

Mr Maliki, who met the Pope for 20 minutes at the pontiff’s summer residence south of Rome, invited the 
pontiff to visit Iraq, saying a trip there would help the process of peace and reconciliation. 

Iraq: Islamist group threatens churches in Mosul 
July 3rd, 2008 , www.ankawa.com/english  

 

 

 The letter sent by The Batallion of Just 
Punishment, Jihad Base in Mesopotamia, also 
opposes the establishment of a sectarian 
Christian police force, reported the Assyrian 
International News Agency on Wednesday. 

“We caution and warn anyone who tries 
to rob us through dealings with the 
Americans or through the spreading of 
American forces and/or police to protect 
the Holy Shrines in the Islamic Republic 
of Iraq, that these shrines would remain 
target of the freedom fighters,” the letter 
said. 

“We remind the dhimmi people [Jews and 
Christians] that Iraq is for the noble Iraqis and 
not for how you are now.” 

The Islamist group also refers to 
Christians as ‘Dhimmi’, or a 
non-Muslim subject of the state 
governed by Islamic Sharia 
law…… 

During Saddam Hussein’s 
secular regime they were free to 
worship  

Since the US-led invasion of 
Iraq in 2003, growing religious 
intolerance and sectarian 
violence have prompted many Iraqi Christians to 
flee abroad.  

 
 

My 
name 

is 
Legion
: for 

we are 
many 

(Mark 5:9) 
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THE CHALDEAN CHURCH OF IRAQ: 
A STORY OF SURVIVAL (1) 

II- THE HISTORY 
By Dr Joseph Seferta  

 
a) Christianity enters Mesopotamia:  The Church of the East under Persian Rule 
 

Christianity must have entered 
Mesopotamia very early, even 
though no precise date for that is 
certain. We know that in Acts of 
the Apostles, Peter (filled with the 
Holy Spirit, following the Pentecost 
event) preached to an audience that 

included “residents of Mesopotamia” (Acts 2:9). 
Some of them may have been converted and then 
taken the Gospel message back to their country. 
Perhaps the “wise men from the East” (Matthew, 
ch.2) did the same as well. 
 
Scholars have offered various theories through the 
centuries concerning the introduction of Christianity 
to Mesopotamia. The most famous legend concerns 
King Abgar V of Edessa, in 1st century Northern 
Mesopotamia, who fell seriously ill and sent a 
delegation to Jesus asking that he go and cure him. 
Instead of going himself, the Lord promised to 
commission Thomas to do so. Then Thomas went, 
cured the king and spread the Gospel not only in 
Mesopotamia but also in Persia and India. The 
historians Origen (d. 253 A.D.) and Eusebius (d. 
340), as well as saints Ephrem (d. 373) and Gregory 
of Naziansus (d. 389), appear convinced about the 
story about Thomas. Interestingly enough, the 
Malabar Christians of India are still called “the St. 
Thomas Christians” today. 
 
In any case, there is a consensus among modern 
scholars that, perhaps by the end of the first century,  
Christianity entered Mesopotamia via Edessa. By the 
middle of the second century, the church was well 
established, assuming the name “the Church of the 
East”, and had a chief bishop residing in Seleucia-
Ctesiphon (near Baghdad), which was later named al-
Mada’in by the Arabs. The founding of the mother-
church of Koukhi in Seleucia-Ctesiphon is attributed 
to St. Mari (one of the 72 disciples of the Lord), who, 
along with the other disciples Addai and Aggai, 
followed Thomas into Mesopotamia. This church 
was destroyed and rebuilt a number of times until its 
ruins were discovered by German and Italian 
archaeologists in the 20th century.  

 

 
www.bbc.co.uk/.../mesopotamia_gallery_01.shtml 

 
 
Seleucia-Ctesiphon was the capital of the Sassanid 
Empire of Persia. Due to the enmity and constant 
wars between the Persian and Byzantine empires, the 
Church of the East was isolated from the rest of 
Christendom. Although the catholicos of 
Mesopotamia was theoretically under the jurisdiction 
of the Patriarch of Antioch for a couple of centuries, 
in practice very little travel and communication took 
place. That actually helped enhance the position of 
Seleucia-Ctesiphon, so that its bishop was eventually 
granted independent jurisdiction by the Council of 
Ephesus (A.D. 431) which put him on a par with the 
bishops of Rome, Antioch, Jerusalem, Alexandria 
and Constantinople. Ephesus confirmed the decision 
which had already been taken by the Synod of 
Markabta in 424 which declared the Church of the 
East an independent patriarchate.. 
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The church in Mesopotamia and Persia suffered a 
great deal under the harsh rule of the Persian kings 
who followed the Zoroastrian religion, resulting in a 
host of martyrs. The worst period was “the forty-year 
persecution” under Shappur II during which 
Catholicos Mar Shimun (Simon) Bar Sabba’i (d. 341) 
was martyred. The reason his more famous 
contemporary St. Ephrem was spared martyrdom was 
because he lived and taught in the great Christian 
centres of Edessa and Nisibis, along the border with 

the Byzantine Empire, and hence far away from the 
Persian king. Ephrem is a doctor of the universal 
church and belongs to all branches of the Syriac 
family of churches because he lived before the 
distinction was made between the Eastern (i.e., 
Chaldean and Assyrian) and Western (i.e., Syrian and 
Maronite) branches. The Church of the East also 
produced other great theologians, such as Narsai (d. 
503), Jacob (d. 521) and Babai (d. 628). 

(To be continued) 

----------------------- 
"The Chaldean Church of Iraq: A Story of Survival" 

       By Dr Joe SEFERTA 
   
It traces the ancient origins and remarkable history of the Chaldean 
Church; explains  
its important traditions, including the partriarchal system, liturgy, feasts, 
monastic life, 
literature and education; surveys the present persecution and critical situation, 
while  
pointing to what the future may hold 

 
Price: only £2 per copy, including postage and packing 
Address: Blackfriars Publications (to whom cheques are payable) 
             13 Laneside Close, Chapel-en-le-Frith SK23 OTS  

 

Jacob of Nisibis ��������	
���  
By Wisam TALAL 

He is known also as Jacob of Mygdonia and Jacob the Great. St Jacob 
lived in asceticism, ate wild herbs and mastered himself by prayer and 
fasting. He wore cloths made of goat’s hair, spent his winters in a cave 
and summers under the open sky. After leading a severe life in the 
mountains of North of Iraq with Eugenius, the founder of Persian 
monasticism, he became the bishop of Nisibis in 309.  

In 313 he began to build the great church, the ruins of which still bear 
his name, which finished in 320. He attended the Council of Nicaea in 
325, and the sudden death of Arius is attributed especially to his 
prayers. His prayers also caused wasps and bees to attack the Barbarian 
army and hence saved his besieged city. He was also present at the 
dedication of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 

Launched the first known search by Christians for the mountain of Noah's Ark. St Jacob produced several 
writings in Syriac on Christian truths and virtues; scholars have recently determined that the eastern 
liturgies attributed to him were authored by another Jacob. 

St Jacob died in the year 338; his body rests in Mar Jacobs Church in Edessa, modern Turkey. 
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Early Christians in Mesopotamia  
(The First Two Centuries) (� 1) 

By Farid Oufi  
 

Baptism is the entrance 
ceremony to the Christian 
Church.  The central service 
of worship was the breaking 
of bread and the formal 
prayer taken over from the 
Last Supper or what had 

become known as the Eucharist.   
 
Addai and Mari were believed to have made the first 
ever known Anaphora of the Eucharist.  It was 
composed and used with clear intention of 
celebrating the Eucharist in full continuity with the 
Last Supper and according to the intention of the 
Church; its validity was never officially contested 
after the death of Addai and Mari, neither in the 
Christian East nor in the Christian West.  The 
Anaphora of the Eucharist, as established by both 
Addai and Mari was the corner stone on which the 
Church of the East had been built, strengthened and 
spread. 

 
THIS WAS AN IRAQI CHURCH IN THE 6 TH CENTURY 
 
Suleucia and Ctesiphon were near each other but 
Ctesiphon was the capital town of the Persian rulers.  
It was built during the reign of the Parthian dynasty 
and continued to develop during the Sassanid 
dynasty.  It testified to the skill of the third century 
builders.  A giant arch, the only remnant of the 
Sassanid palace still standing, was believed to have 
been the widest span of pure brickwork in the world.  
In this region stand also the ruins of Ur from which, 
at God’s prodding, Abraham set out for the Promised 
Land.  But how the first structure of the church was 
built? 
 
One historical account indicates that Mari arrived at 
Ctesiphon between 79 and 116 AD and after initial 
difficulty with the local people a small church was 
built in the neighbourhood of workers at a hill which 
lies at the south of the town on the eastern side of the 
Tigris.  If this account is correct we can say that 
Christianity began to grow in Mesopotamia at the end 
of the first century or the beginning of the second.  

Mari is considered the messenger of justice who 
spread in the East the religion of one god.  He is the 
patron saint of the East and the founder of the church 
in Ma-da-ini.  
 
After settling in Ctesiphon or nearby Suleucia, a 
town built during the Hellenistic period (331-126 
BC) and winning the initial round of his missionary 
work, Mari was able to obtain a temple outside the 
city of Sulucia which was used by worshippers of 
fire.  He turned this temple into a church.  The 
pagans, fearing for their religion, complained against 
Mari to the Parthian king Artaban.  The king brought 
Mari before him threatening dire consequences if he 
continued to worship God instead of fire.  Mari 
showed great courage by accepting danger and pain.  
King Artaban had a second thought and tried to test 
this new faith by asking Mari to cure his ill sister.  He 
duly did by an act of miracle.  Mari seized this 
opportunity to ask the king’s sister a favour – to grant 
him the temple of fire on the Tigris river.  The King’s 
sister quickly and positively told Mari he could keep 
the temple of fire as his church.  This pagan temple 
became the Church of Kouki.  It is believed that this 
first church was established possibly around 80 AD 
and at the heart of the Parthian dynasty power base.  
The church got its name from Aramaic language as 
kouki mans a hut or a cottage.  It was not a great 
structure but was a chapel-size house of God.   
 
St Mari was believed to have established the first 
patriarchal seat at Koukhi, but not in the manner as 
known later.  He built two more churches, one at 
Dorta and the other at Dari Kani where he was 
buried.  No date could be established for his death 
but it could be early in the second century.  In 
addition to lower Mesopotamia, he evangelized in 
Arbil and where Kirkuk of today stands.  Arbil is 
known to have had a bishop at very early Christianity 
in Mesopotamia.  Mari is also believed to have spent 
some 35 years in his evangelistic mission in 
Mesopotamia including some ten years in al-Ahwaz 
(south of Persia)ii.   
 
By the time of Mari’s death, the Christian religion 
was spreading throughout the region with an ever 
growing multitude of converts into a new community 
of worshippers.  The attitude of the Persian rulers 
varied between hostility and tolerance.  There were 
attempts, possibly by the Jewish exiles, to suppress 
this new faith.  But the period of early persecution 
failed completely to do so.            (To be continued) 
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EASTERN CHURCH THEOLOGY  (3) 
 

Seeds of the Political Theology Thoughts 
By Fr Habib JAJOU  

 
The Eastern Church did not establish a real, deep, 
and strong political theology. Despite the union with 
Rome in 1553 and the different western monks who 
came to evangelize the East. Eastern theology has 
depended on Nicene (325AD) and Chalcedonian 
Councils (451AD) with other churches’ synods since 
(410AD). These synods did not mention at that time 
and directly political power, rather it confirmed 
Christ’s salvation, using philosophical analysis.  
 
The Eastern theologians adopted the thoughts of 
Nestorius and the Antioch School. These thoughts 
depended on Aristotelian Philosophy. Nestorius was 
the Patriarch of Constantinople in 428AD. He 
affirmed that Jesus Christ was fully human and we 
should follow Him. In the sixth century AD, 
depending on Nestorius, Mar Babai the Great Eastern 
theologian said: ‘Christ the Son of God…in His 
humanity born of Mary…’ This means stressing the 
humanity, from an anthropological point of view,1 
reflecting reality and believing in salvation is for all.  

 
 
Its ‘plural theology believes in the human liberation: 
politically, socially, and economically’.2 To construct 
a political theology, we have to analyse and evaluate 
the theological thoughts, the economic and political 
structure of society, and to plan the Church’s role in 
the society now. Recently, there are attempts for that 
approach: 
 

                                                 
1 ‘Nestorian Theology’ in 
www.nestorian.org/nestorian_theology.html (accessed 9 
May 2006) 
2 Sako, L., ‘Christian Thought ’, Al-Fikr Al-Masihi 
Journal, 29 (1993), 63. 

Service Communities3 
 
There were simple attempts after the second Vatican 
Council through the Service Communities. Who are 
they, how has their mission been developing, and 
what are they facing? They are groups of lay people 
with priests, monks and nuns who join together to 
study the Bible, theology, and then act. They 
emerged largely within the last four decades as a 
response to new challenges in the society. Although 
most people have popular devotion; Lay workers are 
increasing in numbers. The intention is to strengthen 
the Biblical studies and the understanding of the 
church and its role in society and political life. Their 
missionary is to proclaim the Good News of the 
kingdom of God, serving God’s judgment to build up 
the community. The Chaldean Patriarch Conference 
(1995 Baghdad) has affirmed in his first document 
(Faith and the Laity Mission): ‘Laity should engage 
with the Church’s mission…. They have rights and 
duties… They should be Christ’s witnesses in their 
life as yeast.’4   
 
Service Communities are facing different challenges: 
First, most of them until now are isolated from 
Muslims. This situation has restricted their mission in 
the country. They need to establish a relationship 
with all people whether they are Muslims or 
Christians especially to foster social justice, moral 
values, and seeking peace. Second, the Catholic 

Diocese rarely acts together, and there is no fruitful 
dialogue with other churches. Third, the Church of 
Iraq rarely set up a relationship with other churches 
in the third world. It set up a good relation with the 

                                                 
3 Acts 6. 

Nagm  The Chaldean Patriarchal Conference Documents, 4

. 13-12, )1998 (4, Masriq Journal-Al 
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Maronite Church of Lebanon. They share cultural 
and educational benefits.  
 
Until 2003, most Christians have no Christian Party 
to represents them, so they opted to join the available 
secular parties such as Alba’ath, Communist, and 
Kurdish. The Church and State (The Saddam Hussein 
Regime) close relation through last decades caused 
blockade of people’s right communicate with the rest 
of world. Words like modernity, secularity, 

globalization, or mass cultures meant nothing to the 
people.  
 
What is the solution? Actually, Christians have been 
divided in to three categories: first ones are interested 
in political ambitions, through the parties they join.  
The second, ones, followed their economical 
ambitions. The third found their haven in Service 
Community.  

(To be continued) 
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FROM THE  SUMERIAN SCULPTURE 

A temple vase found at Uruk/Warka (approximately 
3100 BCE, 1m tall). A nude man approaches the robed 
queen Inanna (wears a horned headdress).  

The Queen of Heaven stands in front of two looped 
temple poles or "asherah," phallic posts, sacred to the 
goddess. A group of nude priests bring gifts of baskets 
of gifts, including, fruits to pay her homage on the lower 
tier. This vase is now at the Iraq Museum in Bagdad. 

"The Warka Vase, is the oldest ritual vase in carved 
stone discovered in ancient Sumer and can be dated to 
round about 3000 B.C. or probably 4th-3rd millennium 
B.C. It shows men entering the presence of his gods, 
specifically a cult goddess Innin (Inanna), represented 
by two bundles of reeds placed side by side 
symbolizing the entrance to a temple. 
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My son, with all your heart apply yourself to gaining love for your 
fellow men, in and through which you will be lifted up to love of God, who is the end of all our ends. Those 
labours are in vain that are not carried out in charity. Every good deed and effort leads a man to the door of the 
royal palace, but it is love that enables us to remain there and recline on Christ's breast (Jn 13,25). 

�
My son, do not let your love be something parcelled 
out, divided, self-interested, but let it be shed abroad 
everywhere and disinterested for God's sake. Christ 
will give you knowledge to understand the mystery 
of this saying. Love all men as yourself; even better, 
love your brother more than you do yourself. Don't 
just seek out what suits yourself but what is helpful to 
your brother. Despise yourself for love of your 
neighbor so that Christ, in his mercy, may make you 
a co-inheritor of his love. Take great care not to 
spurn this. For God loved us first and delivered up 
his Son to death for us. «For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son,» says the Apostle John, the 
witness to the truth (Jn 3,16). Whoever walks along 
the path of love will arrive speedily at the dwelling 
place which is the goal of his efforts, thanks to all his 
labor. So don't imagine, my son, that a man can 
acquire the love of God, given to us through his 
grace, before he loves his human brothers. 

 
The Mountain of Al-Qush (40 km north of Mosul/ Iraq) where Bousnaya has lived.   

 
                                                 

i Fr. Abouna – Vol I p 16   / II Ibid – Vol 1 p 116 
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ii Ibid – Vol I p 116 


