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Pope: Iraq’s Christians Full Citizens
January 24th, 2009 
Pope Benedict appealed to Iraqi authorities to defend 
the civil rights of Christians in Iraq, asking them to 
protect the Christian community there from relentless 

violence.

The Chaldean Catholic 
bishops , gathered around 
him, presenting him the 
martyr Fr. Ragheed 
Ganni’s stole, who was 
murdered with three 
deacons in Mosul on 
March 13th 2008.

He appealed for greater protection for Iraq’s 
Christian who are now increasingly isolated in Iraq.

“I salute their courage, their perseverance in the face 
of threats and trials. The witness they give is a sign of 
their strength and faith and of their hope”.

Pope Benedict appealed to the Iraqi authorities to see 
that the rights of Christians are upheld, and he 
appealed to Iraq’s Christian men and women to love 
their nation.

“The Christians who live in Iraq are full citizens with 
the same rights and obligations as everyone, without 
the distinction of religion”.

“Men and women of peace in this region join 
together to put an end to violence and allow everyone 
to live in shared security and understanding”.

Report details abuse of Christians
December 25th, 2008 

CNN) — The U.S. Commission 
on International Religious 
Freedom cited several examples 
in a recent report of abuse 
toward Christians in Iraq.
Iraqis rush to a car bomb 
explosion at a Christian church 
in Kirkuk in January.

Christian women have been 
forced to wear hijab scarves by 
extremist Muslims and some 
have been made to leave their 
jobs because they refused the 
hijabs. Militants have threatened 

and killed women for socializing 
publicly with men who are not 
their relatives.

Attackers have hit businesses 
judged as “un-Islamic,” such as 
alcohol shops, beauty salons, 
cinemas, and video stores, and 
owners of such businesses have 
fled the country amid threats and 
attacks.

Thousands of Christians have 
fled their homes. The Dora 
neighborhood of Baghdad, a 
mixed locale that once had 2,000 
Christian families, had just 300 
remaining by the summer of 
2007. Islamic militants at one 
point urged Christians to leave 
their homes, pay a tax, or 
convert to Islam.

Donny George, the former 
director general of the Iraqi 
Museums and chairman of the 
State Board of Antiquities and 
Heritage, told the commission 

that, at his parents’ home in 
Dora, “we started hearing that 
the Muslim extremists will do to 
the Christians exactly what they 
did to the Jews in 1948. This 
meant complete cleansing of the 
people from the country.”

This fall, a political controversy 
led to attacks that killed 14 
Christians and caused about 
13,400 to flee their homes. The 
controversy was sparked by the 
failure of a measure that sought 
to give minorities more of a 
voice in provincial governments.

Displaced Christians said they 
received threatening text 
messages and “had been 
approached by strangers asking 
to see their national identity 
cards, which show religious 
affiliation,” the commission 
said.

Some of the displaced began to 
return, but a November 11 
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bombing that killed two girls 
“created new fears and slowed 
this trend.”

Lawmakers later adopted a 
measure that sets aside fewer 
seats for minorities than was 
first proposed.

In September, two Christians 
were kidnapped and killed in 
Mosul, including a doctor whose 
family paid a ransom of 
$20,000.

In July, the Assyrian 
International News Agency said 
that a group called “The 
Battalion of Just Punishment, 
Jihad Base in Mesopotamia,” 
believed to be affiliated with al 
Qaeda in Iraq, sent threatening 

letters to Christians in the Mosul 
area.

In April, drive-by attackers in 
Baghdad shot and killed an 
Assyrian Orthodox priest, 
Youssef Adel.

In February, gunmen abducted 
the Chaldean Archbishop of 
Mosul, Paulos Faraj Rahho. His 
body was found two weeks later.

In February, kidnappers in Basra 
abducted Christian missionaries 

from the Norwegian Churches 
Organization.

In January, bombers struck six 
church buildings in Mosul and 
Baghdad on Epiphany and 
Orthodox Christmas Eve, feast 
dates when many Catholic and 
Syriac Orthodox Iraqis hold 
baptisms.

In January 2006, 16 people were 
killed and 20 people were 
injured when attackers struck 
churches in Baghdad, Mosul, 
and Kirkuk as well as the 
Vatican Embassy

http://edition.cnn.com/2008/WORL
D/meast/12/24/iraq.christians.sideb
ar/

A Press Release of the Syrian Catholic Church in Nineveh, Iraq

A source in the official 
church Syriac Catholic 
Diocese in Nineveh, has 
included the following:  Often 
ask the church for its stance 
on the elections and the 
ongoing political process in 
Iraq, so we decided to clarify 
the following fundamental 
principles:

1. The Church's mission 
is the message of spiritual and 
religious, educational and 
social interest; above all, 
human dignity, individual and 
group, and their rights 
protected strongly by the 
Constitution, the law and 
tradition. The role of 
administrative and political 
power is in the service and 
maintenance of these rights 
and dignity.

2. Church appreciates and 
respects the political work 
and clergy men, and respects 
the independence of their 
purview, as well as its 

independence within its 
jurisdiction. It believes that 
religion and politics, in their 
respective spheres of 
distinction and independence 
from each other, both working 
for the service and human 
rights, and man meet.

3.   What we call above all is 
the unity of Iraq, land and 
people. We also call for the 
solidarity and cohesion among 
all the components of Iraq, 
religious, national, linguistic, 
ethnic. We also believe that 
our entire homeland is Iraq, 
and that Iraq must be safe for 
all the consequences of its 
sons and daughters. We are
there together to build, and it 
accounts for one on one, and
not the logic of the stronger 
and weaker, or the logic of the 
majority and minority. All 
involved in the home country 
and its affairs and on the same 
level of responsibility.

We invite everyone, especially 
our Christian Community, to 
participate intensely in the 
coming elections. That is a 
national duty to serve Iraq as a 
whole, and serves Christians 
and their participation in the 
life of the nation and serve the 
Christian people.

Every citizen is free to elect 
the person who he deems 
appropriate on the basis of the 
candidate senses of ability and 
qualities to serve the interests 
of the Iraqi people in general, 
and the public interest in his 
province, and in the interest of 
his constituency.

What Christians are 
anticipating is the 
expectations of their 
representatives in the 
provincial councils and in 
the Parliament, on one hand 
and, on the other, from the 
State and the politicians 
are: 
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A) Secure peace, safety and 
protection, and to know that 
their safety and their peace 
is part of the safety and 
peace of the whole country. 
B) The development of 
their areas of service: water, 
electricity, and the 
cleanliness; economic: 
employment and 
development projects ...; 
and cultural: schools, 
colleges, institutes; social: 
hospitals, health centres, 
social and humanitarian 
institutions 

C) Protection of their 
property, they distributed 
the land inherited from their 
ancestors hundreds of years 
ago they invested them and 
their fathers and 
grandfathers, for the 
housing of citizens from 
other regions, thus 
changing the demographic 
reality of the protection of 
the Iraqi constitution.
D) Respect the privacy of 
the Christian Cultural, 
religious, historical and 
actual direct participation in 

the management of their 
areas, as stipulated in the 
current Iraqi Constitution. 

The channel to achieve this
is the responsibility for the 
State and political 
representatives, 
parliamentarians and 
leaders of thought and 
opinion.

Christianity in Iraq
The Greek Orthodox and Catholic Churches

Accessed from Dr Suha Rassam's book (Christianity in Iraq/Chap. 7)

The Greek Orthodox 
Church is the 

original 
community 

within the 
Byzantine 

Empire that 
abided by the decisions of the 
Council of Chalcedon. The Greek 
Orthodox Christians have also been 
called Malkites and al-Rum al-
Orthodox (the word Rum in Arabic 
is equivalent to Roman and 
Byzantine).  

Theologically they follow the same two natures
Christology of the Council of Chalcedon, but had 
separated from the Roman Catholic Church in the 
eleventh century since they differed on issues of 
leadership and the definition of the Holy Spirit. 
The Roman Chatholic Church has added that ‘The 
Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the 
Son‘in the eleventh century, while they 
maintained that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the 
Father. Their liturgy follows the Byzantine rite.

Those members of the Greek Orthodox Church 
who united with the Raman Catholic Church 
constitute the Greek Catholic Church of al- Rum 
al-Cathulik. Both communities have a small 

number of faithful in Iraq and each has a church 
in the capital Baghdad. 

The Anglican Church

Constitute a small community which include 
British subjects who reside in Iraq for work in the 
embassy and other British institutions. They have 
one church in Baghdad.

The Coptic Church

Constitute a small community of Egyptian Copts 
who came to work in Iraq mainly during the 
eighties. They worship in the Old Latin Church in 
the centre of Baghdad.
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Dr. Joseph SEFERTA

Religious persecution is 
nothing new to the followers 
of Jesus Christ. Indeed it is 
an integral part of our 
history, for, after all, Jesus 
told us: “If they persecuted 
me, they will persecute you 

also” (John 15:20).

However, never before have so many Christians been 
oppressed and killed for their faith as at the present 
time. Research shows that more Christians are being 
oppressed than any other faith community. 

In statistical terms, reliable sources estimate that, in 
the course of the year 2009, some 180,000 Christians 
around the world may well suffer martyrdom. 

The director of the Religious Liberty Commission for 
the World Evangelical Fellowship calculates that 
some 200 million Christians in over 60 countries are 
being denied their basic human rights simply for 
professing their faith in Christ.

This is also echoed by the Catholic charity Aid to the 
Church in Need, which goes on to estimate that a 
further 350 million Christians will experience lesser 
forms of oppression, such as discrimination and 
restrictions concerning religious worship. 

ACN has recently published an impressive survey 
about the subject, entitled “Persecuted and 
Forgotten?” which lists some 30 countries that are the 
worst offenders. They include Communist states such 
as China, Vietnam and North Korea, as well as 
Islamic nations such as Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Egypt, 
Nigeria, Indonesia, Pakistan, Iran and Iraq. 

The problem is that Christianity is growing most 
rapidly in countries where human rights are either 
violated or simply do not exist. Most of these 
countries have a colonial past, and many are trying to 
define their identity in religious terms. So, for 
example, Pakistan adheres to Islam, India to 
Hinduism, Indonesia to Islam and Sri Lanka to 
Buddhism.

In the Middle East, the very survival of the ancient 
Christian communities is under real threat, 
particularly with the rising tide of Islamic extremism. 

Most of these Christian minorities no longer feel safe 
under oppressive Shari’a laws that have reduced 
them to the status of dhimmisor second-class 
citizens. The result has been mass emigration to safer 
havens. In Iraq especially, half of the Christian 
population, or some 400,000, have had to flee for 
their lives.

Meanwhile, all this has been overlooked—as if 
deliberately—by the secular media in Britain, so that 
most people are unaware of what is going on. 

The long-term outcome is unclear. But, if there is 
nothing else we can do, we can at least pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering for 
their faith in many parts of the world. 

St. Paul reminds us that all Christians form 
one body, so that “if one part suffers, every 
part suffers with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26). 
And Our Lord himself has promised in the 
Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are you when 
people…persecute you…on my account…for 
your reward is great in heaven” (Matthew 
5:11).       

       

THE PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS TODAY

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


��

Early Christians in Mesopotamia
By Farid Oufi 

Doctrinal Division: One Faith but not One Vision

The history of Christianity is much concerned with schism and heresy which began almost 
immediately after the conversion of Emperor Constantine to Christianity in the 3rd century.  

Christological and jurisdictional 
conflicts began between the 
Churches of Constantinople, 
Antioch and Alexandria, and 
continued with the struggle 
between the Universal Church in 
Rome and Constantinople, and 
between the Papacy and the 
Protestants.  The Church of the 

East was involved in the conflict 
resulting in the adoption of 
Nestorianism which was an 
unorthodox doctrine, according 
to Rome.

Christology is an area of 
theological debate, involving 
nothing less than the question of 
the Church’s self-identity. Some 
believe that the difference 
between the theologians is about 
conceptions and interpretations.  
Nevertheless, the debate 
between the theologians resulted 
in a serious schism between 
them over many centuries.  

To the east of Rome, the 
language of Christological 
debate was Greek but there had 
been many gifted theologians in 
other languages.  Antioch was 
among other major cities of the 

East (also called the Orient) 
where debate on Christology had 
been taking place which left its 
imprint on the life of the Church 
of the East.  

Edessa is another city where the 
first school of theology in the 
East was established.  The 
Christian community was 
greatly torn by complicated 
theological dispute about the 
relationship of Jesus to God the 
Father of mankind. 

These theological thoughts are 
divided at the early age into 
threei: First, the Aryanism
thought which upheld that Jesus 
was divine but distant from and 
inferior to the Father; second, 
Sibylline thought says Jesus was 
merely an aspect of the Father, 
and that God was Jesus and 
Father at the same time, just as a 
man may be a father and an 
artificer at the same timeii; and 
third, Trinitarians thought which 
was a more subtle doctrine.  It 
holds that God was both one and 
three, Father, Son and Holy 
Spiritiii .

The 
Trinitarian 
debate 
came after 
the 
Christolog
ical and 
both were settled by Church 
Councils.  

The Council of Nicaea (325) 
condemned the theology of 
Arius and declared that Christ is 
“one in essence with the Father”.  

The Council of Constantinople 
(381) adopted the Nicaea 
resolved doctrine and confirmed 
it in the Creed and in the Roman 
government’s legislation.  

The Council of Ephesus (431) 
condemned Nestorius and 
reaffirmed the faith of Nicaea.  
Theotokos (God-bearer) was 
vindicated as the title of the 
Virgin Mary.  From around 430, 
debates on the relation between 
human and divine in the person 
of Christ were finally resolved 
by the Council of Chalcedon 
(451). 

The Council affirmed Christ is 
one person in two natures. This 
was rejected by Christians in 
Egypt, Syria and Mesopotamia 
who held either Nestorian 
thought or the Monophysite. The 
first asserts that Christ embodied 
distinct divine and human 
persons while the second says 
there is only one nature, partly 
divine and subordinately human, 
in the person of Christ.  

Manuscripts, written in the 
Syriac language, appeared in 
Edessa and eastern Euphrates 
River, dealt with the nature of 
Christ and explained what 
Christianity was about. But these 
manuscripts were coloured by 
beliefs and views held by 
communities inhomogeneous in 
ethnic roots and civilization.  

The understanding of 
Christianity among them was 
influenced by principles derived 
from personal attitudes or ways 

Emperor Constantine
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of thinking at that time.  The 
language was another factor.  

The adoption of the Greek 
language and culture by non-
Greeks helped to spread the 
Hellenistic civilization in the 
eastern part of the 
Mediterranean.  

The Greek language was 
dominant in Western Syria and 
Asia Minor while the Syriac 

language was dominant in 
Mesopotamia. 

In the process of translation and 
interpretation of the Gospel, a 
variety of opinions had taken its 
way into the minds of people of 
different levels of culture and 
knowledge.  

Early Christians used the method 
of free debates and discussions 
in the process of persuasion to 

accept Christianity, and this 
method was to give rise to many 
ideas about God and the creator, 
and thus the Christian theology 
was born

(To be continued)

Prayers of Jona

2 From the belly of the fish Jonah said 
this prayer to the LORD, his God:
3 Out of my distress I called to the 

LORD, and he answered me; from the 
midst of the nether world I cried for help, 

and you heard my voice.
4 For you cast me into the deep, into the 
heart of the sea, and the flood enveloped 

me; all your breakers and your billows passed over me.
5 Then I said, "I am banished from your sight! Yet would I again look upon your holy 

temple."
6 The waters swirled about me, threatening my life; the abyss enveloped me; seaweed clung 

about my head.
7 Down I went to the roots of the mountains; the bars of the nether world were closing behind 

me forever, But you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD, my God.
8 When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD; my prayer reached you in your 

holy temple.
9 Those who worship vain idols forsake their source of mercy. Jonah 2: 2-9

Prayer from the Eastern Liturgy

Worthy of praise from every mouth, of 
confession from every tongue, of worship 
from every creature, is thy glorious name, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: who didst 
create the world in thy grace and by thy 

compassion didst save the world.

To thy majesty, O God, ten thousand times 
ten thousand bow down and adore, singing 
and praising without ceasing, and saying 

Holy; holy; holy; Lord God of hosts;
Heaven and earth are full of thy praises;

Hosanna in the highest. Compiled  by  Ruth Connell, Campfield Press, St Albans, Uk, 1988, 
P12.
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THE BOOK OF RUTH, YESTERDAY AND TODAY

By Fr Habib Jajou����

YESTERDAY

When we learn what is 
written in the holy Bible, we 
shall know the truth about 
what is going on in Iraq. 

I’ve chosen the forgotten 
Ruth’s Chapter when I 
remembered that saying: How 
Similar tonight with last 
night. Naomi’s personality in 
this dialogue is really an 
exciting one. 

We know that Jacob's wife 
Rachel died and was buried in 
the road to Bethlehem. But 
Naomi was from Bethlehem, 
which was the heart of the 
Jewish culture (Bethlehem 
means a house of bread).  As 
Naomi had starved, she fled to 
Moab because of the famine. 
And then her husband 
Elimelech died and became a 
widow with two sons.  Her 
sons grew and married girls 
from Moab.

Naomi’s wish was to enjoy 
her life with her two sons, but 
her sons unfortunately died. 
Soon after, she had assumed 
responsibility to care for the 
wives of her two sons. This 
sense of responsibility was 
sort of a shame according to 
her culture at that time. Naomi 
Asked to change her name to 
Mara, where she said that the 
Almighty has made it very 
bitter for her.

Naomi then decided to go 
back to Bethlehem, where she 
returned sad and empty-
handed. She hoped that she 
would enjoy her time with her 
previous neighbours, but 
unfortunately all her 

neighbours had 
forgotten all about 
her. 

In light of all of that, 
Naomi did not give 
up her faith in her 
God, who also was
the God of her 
fathers; Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. Sure 
she would have been 
happy if she has 
known that child
would be the 
grandfather of King 
David and Jesus Christ.

TODAY

Whenever I think of the 
immigrants of our country, I 
remember that saying: “How 
similar tonight with last 
night". As rich as our country 
in its resources, we still see 
people uprooting their 
families to other foreign 
countries because they can not 
provide even a morsel of 
bread for their children, as 
Naomi did in the old days. 
These immigrants in the exile 
amongst non-believers hear 
news about the death of their 
beloved ones (due to many 
reasons as aging, murder, fatal 
diseases, etc.). 

Soon after hearing the bad 
news about their families back 
home, they feel sad and their 
emotional pain will increase. 
And every time we talk to 
them, they express their 
sorrow and bitterness for 
leaving their country due to 
the hardship they face in the 
exile, exactly as what Naomi 
had experienced when she left 
her town. 

Our Iraqi people always hoped 
that one day they would go 
back to their country, as 
Naomi wished for. But soon 
they find that their friends and 
other families dead, migrated 
or lost their memory, as 
exactly as what happened to 
Naomi when she went back to 
Jerusalem. 
  
Our Lord said: “Amen, 
Amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the 
ground; it remains just a 
grain of wheat; but if it dies, 
it produces some fruit” John 
12: 24.  That how Naomi died 
and had become King David’s 
Grandmother, which she never 
dreamed of.  

Naomi’s situation was 
different from Rachel, who 
died and was buried in the 
middle of the road to 
Bethlehem, as was mentioned 
in Genesis. 

And now the question is: 
Whom are we going to be 
like? To whom are we going 
to be as grandparents? Will 
history repeat itself and as 
who? Will it be like Naomi, 
Rachel? Or better, which we 
had hoped for.
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Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Mark 1,29-39.

‘On leaving the synagogue he entered the house 
of Simon and Andrew with James and John. 
Simon's mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. 
They immediately told him about her. He 
approached, grasped her hand, and helped her 
up. Then the fever left her and she waited on 
them. 

When it was evening, after sunset, they brought 
to him all who were ill or possessed by demons. 
The whole town was gathered at the door. He 
cured many who were sick with various 
diseases, and he drove out many demons, not 
permitting them to speak because they knew 
him. Rising very early before dawn, he left and 
went off to a deserted place, where he prayed. 

Simon and those who were with him pursued 
him and on finding him said, "Everyone is 
looking for you." He told them, "Let us go on to 
the nearby villages that I may preach there 
also. For this purpose have I come." So he went 
into their synagogues, preaching and driving out 
demons throughout the whole of Galilee.’

Copyright © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
USCCB

Commentary of saint Isaac the 
Syrian (7th century), monk near Mosul 
Ascetical discourses

"Rising very early before 
dawn, he left and went off 

to a deserted place"

Nothing renders the soul so pure and joyful, nor 
illumines and distances it from evil thoughts, so 
much as keeping vigil. For this reason our fathers 
all persevered in this work of keeping vigil and 
adopted the rule of remaining awake through the 
night throughout the course of their life of 
asceticism. In particular, they did this because 
they had heard our Savior call us to it urgently in 
various places through his living Word: «Be 
vigilant at all times and pray» (Lk 21,36); «Watch 
and pray that you may not undergo the test» (Mt 
26,41); and again, «Pray without ceasing» (1Thes 
5,17).

Nor was he satisfied with having warned us by his 
words. He also set us an example in his own 
person by favoring the practice of prayer above 
everything else. That is why he frequently went 
off alone to pray, and not arbitrarily but choosing 
night as his time and the desert as his place that 
we too, avoiding the crowds and the bustle, might 
become able to pray in solitude.

That is why our fathers received this high 
teaching concerning prayer as though it came 
from Christ himself. And they chose to watch in 
prayer following the command of the apostle Paul
so that, above all, they might be able to remain 
close to God without interruption through 
continual prayer... Nothing external touches them 
nor moves the purity of their mind, which would 
trouble those vigils that fill them with joy and are 
the light of their souls.

                                                
Chapter III
i H.G. Wells, “A Short History of The World”  - p 150
ii Sabellian thought held by the Sabellian tribes in ancient Italy including Sabines, Samnites, Campanians etc.
iii  H.G. Wells – p 150
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