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The Christian presence in Iraq 
Chaldean Bishop Louis Sako: 
 

  Challenges of the continued existence of Iraqi Christians  
 

Human tragedy in 
Iraq is real where 
homes were torn 
apart, and citizens 
were divided and 
separated through 
three different wars 

without any justification, and the worsening of 
the situation was after the fall of Saddam’s 
regime: bombings, kidnappings, killings, 
threatening and displacement. This situation is 
primarily linked to the absence of security, but the 
targeting of Christians, displacement, migration 
and the increasing threats to their existence and 
their history is the greatest challenge. We have a 
great sense of anxiety about the future, especially 
after the events in Mosul and Baghdad before the 
session. What are the reasons? The reasons are 
numerous and complex to mention some of them, 
for example: 
 
1 - Americans occupying Iraq have committed 
serious errors by dissolving institutions: such as 
the army, police and the opening of the borders 
without control and arms depots, which were 
looted, and resulted in loose security.  
 
2 - The neighbouring countries have a direct 
impact and influence inside Iraq.  
 
3 – The struggle of the major domestic political 
forces to control minorities to win their favour by 
threatening or without it.  
 
4 - Islamic hard-line religious discourse and call 
for a "theocratic regime" has had a significant 
impact on the plight of Christians. They 
associated themselves with the occupiers without 
any relationship with them or with the crusaders. 
Christians suffered tremendously and they were 
accused of being disbelievers and polytheism, 
which none of this is true. So far about 500 
people have been killed, including 3 priests and a 
bishop. These conditions have prompted 50% of 
Christians to flee to the territory of Kurdistan’s 

security, or to emigrate somewhere else.  
 
5 - A sense of injustice and marginalization in the 
representation and participation in the institutions 
of the state and the evidence is the recent 
provincial elections.  
 
6 - The role of some of the media hype and the 
excitement and intimidation rather than a culture 
of national unity and co-existence.  
 
7 - Unemployment and the loss of the rule of law 
have opened the way for thieves to do whatever 
they like. 
 

Proposed solutions to meet the 
challenges and address them  

 
1 - The survival of the Christians in Iraq and the 
future is based very much on the efforts of the 
church to embrace their children and protect them 
and defend them and make them aware of their 
national and Christian testimony. That is the 
testimony of love, and the employment potential 
of the material and human resources that this does 
not happen unless they had a clear vision and a 
plan of action and wise collective leadership.  
 
2 - This is not only the protection of the Iraqi 
state, which  have to stabilize and ensure the 
attendance and support, and maintain the long 
history, and religious and cultural heritage, which 
is an integral part of the heritage of Iraq. The 
migration of Christians is a loss for the Muslims 
instead of being profitable for anyone. The 
scheme of departing Christian from Iraq and the 
Middle is a deadly sin: we need one to the other.  
 
3 – Instead of complaining, Christians are 
supposed to be patient, steadfastness, and not to 
retreat and to be one voice and the speech of a 
unified national affiliation. Christians must 
strongly reject any scheme that is aimed to 
displace, marginalize or segregate them in a sort 
of oasis from the rest of their fellow citizens of 
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different religions, creeds and nationalities. Iraq 
as a country is one for all and for Christians 
where they must remain, from north to south, as 
stated in the statement of the Council of Bishops 
of Nineveh in regard to the ugly campaign on 
children in Mosul.  
 
4 - Maybe there is an urgent need to create an 
Iraqi government institution, ministry or 
department of public works in order to reassure 
the minorities in the defence of their rights and 
the dissemination of heritage without keeping it in 
the dark.  
 
5 - There must be reconciliation between all the 
parties to settle the security and safety and for the 
state to place its control and the law on the basis 
of national and professional, and not on the basis 
of sectarian and factional. Reconciliation and 
civilized way to create an atmosphere of peace 
and harmony, because what happens is for the 
division. The political divisions or their 
agreement is reflected positively or negatively on 
the street.  
 
6 - Amendments to the Constitution and 
citizenship as a true measure in public life and 
promote a culture of responsibility and co-
existence based on the mentality of accepting a 
way out from individuality to unity, which means 
to the civilian life, and respecting the right of 
others to be different. God created us different 
and we must accept and respect him. This 
acceptance is a factor of growth and cooperation 
and to strengthen the bonds between us, which 
must be included in education programs. How? 
The creation of a general ethical derived from 
human civilization and religion.  
 
7 - Respect for religious freedom, which means 
the freedom of conscience that are the basis for 
the rest of freedoms and a measure and 
guaranteeing human rights. All that talk about "no 
compulsion in religion", but the reality was 
different: the principle is one thing but the 
practice is something else. We must respect the 
rules of religious discourse of Islam and 
Christianity together in a call to have faith in God 
and to love all human beings and to encourage 
believers to grow in respect for others regardless 
of religious affiliation or national origin. 
Denounce all forms of oppression, persecution 
and violence and terrorism in the name of 
religion. Church has the responsibility to activate 
an open honest dialogue with the Islamic 

authorities to deepen the points of convergence 
and bring the points of difference in an open 
beautiful atmosphere of cooperation in peace and 
love.  
 
8 – It is necessary to work here in the Middle East 
as Christians and Muslims to remove the 
prejudices and the distinction in order to improve 
the coexistence and mutual trust. In this regard, 
perhaps it is time for our fellow Muslims to avoid 
the nauseating accusation of Christian as being 
disbelievers, crusaders, and polytheism, and to 
stop the use of the phrase "people of wealth". 
Today we are all equal in the sweet and bitter and 
the defence of the homeland and citizen, and 
values.  
 
9 - Perhaps a great deal of responsibility on the 
Arab countries to ensure the presence of 
Christians among them and work to support their 
presence and install it. They need for legislation 
to guarantee their rights to live freely like the rest 
of the citizens and to involve them in the 
responsibility and authority. We have lived 14 
centuries side by side with our Muslim brothers 
and we gave a lot to Iraq: our loyalty, skills and 
dedication. We still want to live in the space of 
the Arabic and Islamic cultures to ensure our lives 
and preserve our rights as citizens equal in rights 
and duties with other nationalities and religions in 
Iraq.  
 
Here, I say to our dear Muslims, not to forget that 
Christians protected them when they fled from the 
oppression of the Arabs in Mecca. And nowadays 
most Muslim communities in the western 
countries are receiving protection and security as 
well. 
  
10 - The international community, and churches 
in the West, show greater solidarity in the interest 
of minorities, and not to encourage immigration 
and settlement only in specific humanitarian 
situations and seek the support of the current 
migrants in neighbouring countries to enable 
them to overcome their plight by helping them to 
create jobs and the financing of programs and 
projects for the development of education, the 
environment and services in their villages.  
 
God love us and he wants us to love our 
neighbours. Is it not the time to hear the Word of 
God and the initiative to achieve in our daily 
lives? Thank you 

T. by Sam Jris
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A quotation from the final communiqué of the 18th conference of bishops of Eastern Catholic 
Churches / Lebanon in November 2008 

T. by Robert Ewan 

THE TRAGEDY OF IRAQ 
 

 ‘We look into the tragedy of Iraq were all Iraqis 
are suffering from the security chaos and are facing 
death and expulsion on daily basis They are all in this 
tragedy whether  being Christians or Moslems. 

 
We pause at the tragedy of our Christian brethrens 
especially what befalls on them from murder, 
displacement and expulsion by some extreme groups 
and the silence that surrounds this tragedy. 

 
Based on this we call upon the Iraqi authority to do 
what it can to protect it's citizens and we call upon 
the international community to take it's responsibility 
to end this tragedy. 

 

 
 
Our message for Iraq is a message of hope and 
conciliation for all Iraqis and for our believers we 
say: look back to our faith in early Christian centuries 
were the faithful sacrificed their lives and blood for 
the sake of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Today, in these mysterious circumstances, were a 
Christian is killed or persecuted just because he is a 
Christian we say to them two things: Firstly, all of 
Iraq is facing a battle of survival and many innocent 
Iraqis of all faiths are victims of the prevailing chaos 
and oppression. Secondly, if you are targeted because 
of your Christianity and believe in Jesus Christ, glory 
be upon him, our commandment is to stand firm in 
your faith and to sacrifice our lives not as weakness 
or fear but as our love and testimony for Jesus Christ. 
 
 
We ask them for stead fastness and to remain in Iraq 
and if ,some are compelled to leave, to urge them not 
to forget the country they left but they are called 
upon where-ever they are to participate in curing 
their country from it's current state. 
 
Let them remember that they are leaving a country 
that needs them where-ever they are. Let their 
departure not be a breaking off from their country 
and their folks.’ 
 
 

The Lord’s Mercy is forever 
  
Christ full of mercy, emanate your grace for all who call you 
Extend your helping hand for all who enter trials 
Pious Lord who gracefully yearns for all his servants 
Grant us Lord your compassion and your graceful mercy will 
shield us under the shadow of your wings against the devil and 
his deception 
 
A Prayer from the Eastern Church Liturgy 
al-Qeethara Magazine, Issue No. 95 , p. 37 London1995 
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Do not be amazed that I told 
you, 'You must be born from 
above.' The wind blows where it 
wills, and you can hear the 

sound it makes, but you do not 
know where it comes from or 
where it goes; so it is with 
everyone who is born of the 
Spirit." Nicodemus answered 
and said to him, "How can this 
happen?" Jesus answered and 
said to him, "You are the teacher 
of Israel and you do not 
understand this? Amen, amen, I 
say to you, we speak of what we 
know and we testify to what we 
have seen, but you people do not 
accept our testimony. If I tell 

you about earthly things and you 
do not believe, how will you 
believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things?  

No one has gone up to heaven 
except the one who has come 
down from heaven, the Son of 
Man. And just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the desert, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, so that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal 
life." 

  

Copyright © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, USCCB  

 

Commentary of Saint Ephraim (about 306-373), deacon in Syria, doctor of the Church, Hymn 1 
on the Resurrection 

“No one has gone up to heaven except the one who has come down from heaven” 

The Shepherd of all has come down, 
He searched for Adam, the lost sheep, 
He carried him on his shoulders and went back up with him. 
He made himself sacrifice offered to the Master of the 
flock.  
Blessed be his coming down to us! 
 
He spread himself, as dew and life-giving rain,  
Over Mary, this thirsty land. 
Grain of wheat, he went down into the ground 
And came out of it, as sheaf and new bread. 
Blessed be his offering! 
 
From up high, power has come down for us; 
From the womb of the Virgin, hope has shined for us; 
From the tomb, life has appeared for us. 
At the right hand of the Father, he reigns as King over 
us. 
Blessed be his honor! 
 
From up high he came down like a river; 
From Mary he came out as an offshoot; 
From the cross he hung as a fruit, 
And he went up to heaven, as an offering of first fruits. 
Blessed be his will! 
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Ammo Baba: the sporting jewel of Iraq 
Ammo Baba was born in 
Habbaniya (Aanbar Province) 
and lived on the civic 
Cantonment on the large RAF 
base in Habbaniya in 1937.At 
the early stages of his sporting 
life he excelled in track and 
field before realising that 
football is his sport. After playing for his school team 
he then played for RAF Employee's (Assyrian) club 
1n1951.In 1954 he started playing for Haris Al-
Malaki (Royal Guards) were he became a huge and 
instant success. 
 
Ammo was, is and always will be admired by Iraqi 
generations. He was an instinctive goal scorer known 
for his bicycle kick or backward double kick as it is 
known in Iraq. His era was one of the golden ages of 
Iraqi footballers such as Jamoulee, Youra Eshaya, 
Nasir Jako and many other household names. 
  
Ammo scored the first international goal for Iraq in 
1957 against Morocco at the second Pan Arab Games 
in Beirut. 
 
He was spotted and offered a contract by the English 
club Notts County under Frank Hill (who was 
previously the Iraqi military football coach). 
 
Ammo sacrificed his career for his country and 
refused to leave with his family to play abroad 
preferring to serve his country by playing in Iraq. H e 
was a brave humble man and at the same time 
courageously outspoken were others preferred to be 
silent. 
 

 
 
His humbleness was such that several occasions he 
would personally water the lawn and look after the 
pitch of Malaab Al-Shaab (Iraqi national stadium). 
 

 

  
 
In the mid sixties the Arab Football Federation 
decided to create a Pan Arab football team by 
choosing two of the best players from each 
country .Ammo Baba and Qais Hamed were selected 
from Iraq and the captaincy of the team was given to 
Ammo.  
 
He was appointed and re-appointed several times in 
the eighties and nineties he led Iraq to three titles in 
the Gulf Cup 1979,1984 and 1988 ,the Asian 
Games in 1982 and the Arab National Cup in 1988.  
 
He led Iraq to Moscow Olympics 1980,Los Angles 
1984 and Soul 1988.As coach to the Iraqi military 
Team he won the CISM world military  
Championship twice. 
  
The chaotic situation in Iraq did not spare Ammo. On 
January 2006 he was attacked at his home by some 
thugs were he was tied, blindfolded, beaten and 
robbed. 
 

Ammo is a true believer in the Holly Bible, which 
does not leave his sight. He says that the Bible has 
enlightened his way and his love for people and 
forgiveness is based on his bible. 
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Luke 13 -29 
 
By Fr Habib Jajou 

 
A fter serving the Sunday 
Morning Mass at my Church in 
Baghdad (2002), I used to meet a 
few members of Muslim 
Brotherhoods praying next to 
Virgin Mary Shrine. We used to 
converse and exchange ideas 

among other Christian Muslim brothers hoping this 
would last forever. 
 
Occasionally, pleasant and unpleasant surprises had 
occurred to me. Allow me to tell you about a single 
happy incident had been on my mind for so long.  
 
One day as I was leaving the Church’s Altar, a 
Muslim man came towards me covering one of his 
eyes with bandage. Soon I knew that there was 
something wrong with his right eye.  
 
At first, I assumed that this man was seeking some 
monetary help, but he refused any money from me. 
He added that he had an appointment that day with 
his eye doctor to operate on his eye. Hence, that 
Muslim man told me that he decided to go to church 
to pray.  
 
Immediately, I welcomed him and wished him a 
speedy recovery. At that point, he added that he 
learned from the bible that Jesus used to heal people 
by placing his hand on their hurt/injured body parts.  
 
He decided that prior to his eye operation; he wanted 
a priest to place his hand on his eye to pray in the 
name of Christ to heal him. 

 
 
This incident with this Muslim, has taught me an 
unforgettable lessons in faith, humble, acceptance of 
others and loving all people for the hope of all 
humankind.  Consequently, this pleasant incident 
reminded me of God’s word “And people will come 
from the east and the west and from the north and the 
south and will recline at table in the kingdom of 
God” Luke 13 -29 
--------------------------------------------------------------

The Chaldean Catholic Mission in the UK held two 
big family gatherings luncheon on 15 February and 5 
April 2009 .The event is held once every 2 months 
and it follows the Sunday mass service. 
 
The weekly mass is held at the Holly Family Catholic 
Church, Vale Lane, Acton, LONDON  W3�0JQ. 
 
The Mission has been established since 1986 and 
consists of mainly Iraqi Chaldean Catholic Christians 
numbering approximately 3500 people living in 
London and over the UK. It is one of the eighteen 
Eastern Rites recognised by the Holly Sea in Rome. 
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INANNA 

A  statue was found 
in one of the areas of 
Mesopotamian. It 
represents a chubby 
pregnant woman, 
which its age 
estimated to be more 
than 5000 years BC.  

Mankind at that time 
respected and 
worshiped women, 
especially the chubby 
ones thinking that the 
bigger the woman 
was, the more blessing she was.  

During that period, men did not cultivate, but they 
ate what was available from fruits and vegetables. 
Men also performed sex on their woman to satisfy 
their sexual urge. However, when women got 
pregnant, men could not understand how that 

baby was formed in women’s womb and they had 
no clue that they caused pregnancy.  

As time passed, women had become more 
important to life and the practice of worshipping 
women became a religious phenomenon. The 
Goddess of Enana appeared and she was 
worshipped.  

Thousands of years later, worshipping Women 
Goddesses have developed in ancient civilizations 
such as the Goddess of Ishtar in Babylon, Diana 
in Rome and Aphrodite in ancient Greece.       

It is interesting that this primitive concept still 
exists in the minds of men in the same area of 
Iraq nowadays. Some of these men still believe 
that the bigger the babies are, the healthier they 
would be when they grow up. Also, women are 
asked to pick fruits and vegetables from fields 
since they are believed to add more blessings to 
their food. 

T. Samir Jris

Discovery of Christian Artefacts in Tikrit  
� 

While laying pipelines, workers in Tikrit ( 140 Km north west of Baghdad ) accidentally discovered a 
collection of thirty pieces of antiquities including rings and necklaces and 
bronze ornaments placed in a tomb. 
Most of the artefacts carrying the sign of the cross are dated to the middle 
of the Abbasids dynasty. 
Tikrit contains several Christian sites such as the Green Church (regarded 
as one of the oldest churches in the Middle East), church of Bu-Aejaeel , 
church of Al-Awayed . To the north of the town there is a convent which is 
undergoing maintenance work.  

 
INVITATION 

Christianity in Iraq VI: 2009 

Christian Education in Iraq 

A seminar day on Saturday 25th 
April 2009 

Presented by : The Centre of Eastern and 
Orthodox Christianity, Department for the Study 

of Religions, School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS), University of London 

In conjunction with The British Institute for the 
Study of Iraq, The Anglican and Eastern 

Churches Association (AECA) 
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Why God… 
 

You make us retreat before the foe; those who hate us plunder us at will. 
You hand us over like sheep to be slaughtered, scatter us among the nations. 
You sell your people for nothing; you make no profit from their sale. 
You make us the reproach of our neighbors, the mockery and scorn of those around us. 
You make us a byword among the nations; the peoples shake their heads at us. 
All day long my disgrace is before me; shame has covered my face, at the sound of those who taunt and 
revile, at the sight of the spiteful enemy. 
All this has come upon us, though we have not forgotten you, nor been 
disloyal to your covenant. 
Our hearts have not turned back, nor have our steps strayed from your path. 
Yet you have left us crushed, desolate in a place of jackals; you have 
covered us with darkness. 
If we had forgotten the name of our God, stretched out our hands to 
another god, 
Would not God have discovered this, God who knows the secrets of the 
heart? 
For you we are slain all the day long, considered only as sheep to be 
slaughtered. 
Awake! Why do you sleep, O Lord? Rise up! Do not reject us forever! 
Why do you hide your face; why forget our pain and misery? 
We are bowed down to the ground; our bodies are pressed to the earth.  
Rise up, help us! Redeem us as your love demands.                                                From Psalm 44�
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