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Near West Acton (central line) or 
North Ealing (Piccadilly) tube 
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Every Sunday at 12.30pm 
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��E�����E���E�(�����D��E�3��All Hallows Church Rd., Pontyclun CF72 
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Catholic Church alone is one, true church, says Vat ican 
congregation    7/10/2007 

Catholic Online (www.catholic.org) 

VATICAN CITY (Catholic Online) – The Catholic Church is the one, 
holy, apostolic church of Christ, while other Christian Orthodox and 
Protestant denominations that “suffer from defects” share elements of 
“sanctification and of truth,” said the Vatican’s doctrinal congregation.  
 

Advertisement   
Released July 10 under the title 
"Responses to Some Questions 
Regarding Certain Aspects of the 
Doctrine on the Church," the 
1,200-word document was 
signed by U.S. Cardinal William 
J. Levada, prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, and congregation 
secretary Archbishop Angelo 
Amato, and approved by Pope 
Benedict XVI before 
publication.  
 
In the document — formulated 
as five questions and answers — 
the Vatican seeks to set the 
record straight on the intent of 
ecumenical efforts undertaken 
after the Second Vatican Council 
more than 40 years ago, saying 
some contemporary theological 
interpretation had been 
“erroneous … which in turn give 
rise to confusion and doubt.”  
 

The document, published in 
Latin, English, French, Italian 
German, Polish, Portuguese and 
Spanish, was issued three days 
after the papal release of a 
document that revisited another 
key aspect of Vatican II by 
relaxing restrictions on the 
celebration of the Latin-language 
Tridentine Mass.  
Noting that churches and 
ecclesial communities not yet 
fully in communion with the 
Catholic Church “suffer from 
defects,” the doctrinal 
congregation acknowledged that 
“elements of sanctification and 
truth” may be present in them.  
“It follows that these separated 
churches and communities … 
are deprived neither of 
significance nor importance in 
the mystery of salvation,” the 
congregation said. “In fact, the 
spirit of Christ has not refrained 
from using them as instruments 
of salvation, whose value from 



 
 

250 al-Qeethara Sep-Oct. 2007 

that fullness of grace and of truth 
which has been entrusted to the 
Catholic Church.”  
The doctrinal congregation made 
clear that Vatican II did not 
modify but rather clarified and 
made explicit what may have 
been uncertain or unclear in the 
field of ecumenical relations. 
“The Second Vatican Council 
neither changed nor intended to 
change” Catholic doctrine on the 
church, it said, “rather it 
developed, deepened and more 
fully explained it.”  
It said that the Second Vatican 
Council was clear in stating that 
Christ’s church “subsists in the 
Catholic Church, governed by 
the successor of Peter and the 
bishops in communion with 
him.”  
That phrase affirms that the 
“historical continuity and the 
permanence of all the elements 
instituted by Christ” are only 
present in the Catholic Church, 
the congregation said.  
It noted that the Orthodox faith 
communities are called 
“churches,” though separate 
from the Catholic Church, as 
they have retained apostolic 
succession, the ordained 
priesthood and the Eucharist. 
Because of those close bonds, 
the congregation said, they merit 
the title of churches and are seen 

as “sister churches” of specific 
Catholic churches.  
Yet, Christian communities 
“born out of the Reformation” 
do not share that union as they 
“do not enjoy apostolic 
succession in the sacrament of 
orders,” the Vatican 
congregation said.  
“These ecclesial communities 
which, specifically because of 
the absence of the sacramental 
priesthood, have not preserved 
the genuine and integral 
substance of the Eucharistic 
mystery cannot, according to 
Catholic doctrine, be called 
churches in the proper sense,” it 
said.  
In a “commentary” issued with 
the document, the congregation 
said that “ecumenical dialogue 
remains one of the priorities of 
the Catholic Church.”  
Yet, it stressed that such 
dialogue must be founded on 
“not just mutual openness of the 
participants but also fidelity to 
the identity of the Catholic 
faith.”  
The congregation noted that, 
while "Catholic ecumenism 
might seem, at first sight, 
somewhat paradoxical,” the 
Second Vatican Council has 
sought to “try to harmonize two 
doctrinal affirmations” that, 
despite existent Christian 
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divisions, “the church of Christ 
continues to exist fully only in 
the Catholic Church” and that 
“elements of sanctification and 
truth do exist … in ecclesial 
communities that are not fully in 
communion with the Catholic 
Church."  

“The fullness of the Catholic 
Church, therefore, already exists, 
but still has to grow in the 
brethren who are not yet in full 
communion with it and also in 
its own members who are 
sinners.” 

 

Pope says Iraq Football Victory Lifts Peace Hopes 
(Christian Today) .  
Pope Benedict has said Iraqs victory in the Asian Cup football 
competition was a sign of a people yearning for peace and expressed hope 
on Wednesday the event would help pave the way to end bloodshed in the 
troubled country 
 

Iraqi Christian's children celebrating First Commun ion 
Despite the cancellation of most 
religious ceremonies in the churches 
of Baghdad since 2003, hundreds of 
Iraqi Christians children risked their 
lives last Sundays to receive their 
first Communion. The Chaldean 
Patriarch, said:" half of the churches 
in Baghdad are closed, but 
Christians still decided to go ahead."  

 
Patriarch and Bishops ordinations joy 

Two new Catholic Priests and two deacons have been ordained in Iraq and 
Rome for two dioceses. Patriach Amanual Dally has ordained one priest 
and one deacon to Diocese of Baghdad  July 21; Deacon Robert has been 
ordained in Rome to serve in Baghdad also. Bishop Petrous Harboly has 
ordained Fr Yousif Dawod to Diocese of Zakho in Kurdistan region in 
April. They have been studied for the priesthood at Babylon College in 
Baghdad (resently in Arbil north of Iraq). Fr Yousif left Canada to serve 
people of faith in Iraq. 
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Bishops expressed their delighted feelings to have ordaining the four 
religious in time the situation against Christians is very bad in Baghdad 
and Mosul. It was joy for Iraqi Christians and the priests' relatives to 
celebrate an ordination. 
 

PRAYER: MONEY AND POSSESSIONS 
 

A person's true life is not made up of the things he owns.  
(Luke 12.13) 
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Prayers for TODAY by Frank Colquhoun, London 1989, p.25  

The Lord's Servant 
 
Fr Habib JAJOU 
 

Mary simply said, "I am the Lord's servant." (Luke 1: 38) She 
has accepted God's grace which has been sent to her. God 
chose Mary, to be a symbol for the faithful, and loving.   
 
We react in moments of love, by asking ourselves what is 
happening inside us, we do not have the answer. But as the 
Virgin Mary, we may understand that. As we long to the Word 
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of God, Mary has opened up completely to Him, that's why 
she is called the second Eve, because she accepted her fate. 
The first Eve exceeded her limits; conversely, Mary believed 
that she is God's servant.  
 
In the book of the prophet Isaiah, it's written that Israel is 
God's wife (Isaiah 54: 5). I think this verse resembles Mary 
since we believe that Mary is worthier to be Lord's bride. She 
is his brid through Jesus.  
 
Virgin Mary has an absolute confidence in God that He was 
able to give birth for himself in Christ through Mary. Her life 
teaches us to go beyond ourselves, and understand the 
secrets of Christ.  
 
 

THE THREE RELIGIONS OF ABRAHAM 
 

by Dr. Joseph SEFERTA 

 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam are usually referred to as “the three 
monotheistic religions” on account of their basic emphasis on the oneness 
of God. They also, of course, originated in the Semitic Middle East. 

 
More recently, however—due 
particularly to the spread of Islam in 
the West and the ongoing inter-faith 
dialogue—another common element 
is increasingly taking centre stage. It 
is tracing the ancestry of these 
religions back to Abraham, the first 
monotheist. So we now hear them 
referred to as “the three Abrahamic 
faiths”, with courses being offered 
on the subject. Let us see how 

Abraham is viewed by each of 
these religions. 
 
Scripture scholars consider 
Abraham (c. 2000 B.C.) to be 
the first historical figure in the 
Old Testament. Revered by the 
Jewish people as the “Father of 
the Hebrews”, he came—
according to the Book of 
Genesis—from Ur of the 
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Chaldees in Mesopotamia or 
southern Iraq. Under divine 
guidance, he migrated first to Haran 
and then to the “Promised Land” of 
Canaan. 
Abraham’s wife Sarah was barren, 
but—following ancient custom—she 
gave her Egyptian maid Hagar to him 
in order to have a son whom she could 
later claim as her own. And so 
Ishmael was born. Hagar, however, 
then felt superior to Sarah and 
threatened to take her place. 
Eventually both Ishmael and Hagar 
were banished to the wilderness and 
Ishmael became known as the “Father 
of the Bedouin Tribes”. 

 
Miraculously, Sarah herself 
conceived in her old age and gave 
birth to Isaac, and God’s promises 
to Abraham were then fulfilled 
through Isaac and Isaac’s son Jacob. 
Jacob fathered twelve sons after 
whom the Twelve Tribes of Israel 
were named. 
 
Unlike Judaism and Islam, 
Christianity claims no physical 
descent from Abraham. Instead, the 
Church has from the beginning 
recognised in Abraham the 
SPIRITUAL father of Christians 
(See Romans 4:16). This is based on 
Abraham’s great faith in God, when 
he followed God’s instructions and 

left his homeland. It is also 
based on his absolute obedience 
to God when he was commanded 
and was willing to sacrifice his 
only son Isaac, but, of course, a 
ram was substituted in his place. 
Abraham’s example of sacrifice 
furnished a model of perfect 
submission to God’s will and 
came to prefigure the death of 
Christ. 
Hence, the history of our 
salvation began with God’s 
promises to Abraham in Genesis 
12 and was completed when God 
sent his only Son to fulfil those 
promises and redeem our sinful 
race through his cross and 
resurrection. By combining in 
himself both faith and good 
works, Abraham became also a 
model for all mankind (Romans 
4:1-9 and James 2:21). 
 
With regard to Islam, it claims 
physical descent of the Arabs 
from Abraham through Ishmael. 
Known in Arabic as Ibrahim, he 
is looked upon as the true 
founder of Islam since 
Muhammad’s essential message 
was reiterating Abraham’s 
monotheism which Islam claims 
was corrupted by both Jews and 
Christians (See Qur’an 2:135). 
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The Qur’an relates how both 
Abraham and Ishmael made a long 
and tortuous journey through the 
Arabian Desert until they reached 

Mecca where they built a shrine to the one true God and called it al-Ka’ba 
(Qur’an 2:127). There is no historical evidence for this, however. The 
Islamic legend about Abraham and Ishmael did not take hold until the 
polemics of the 2nd century (8th c. A.D.). But both are held up as prophets 
and models for proper piety and steadfastness in the face of adversity.         

 
The Mar Elia Monastery  

 Faa"��
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The location of the Mar Elia Monastery is 4 miles south-west of 
Mosul north of Iraq, cared for by: The Chaldean Church. The 
monastery was established in the 6th century about 571 AD by Mar 
Elia who previously lived a monastic life at a great monastery at the 
Ezla Mountain (Tur-Abedeen south of Turkey. 
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It remained a successful center of Christianity until 1743 when the 
Persian Nadir Shah attacked the region, partially destroyed the 
monastery and murdered its inhabitants. It was renovated during 
world war.  

 

��������
 

Oh Lord, I do not have tears of warm supplication. 

I do not have a heart that suffers which searching for you. 

I do not have the repentance and remorse that can b ring the 

children to their inheritance. 

My mind has been darkened by the needs of this worl d and 

has no strength to raise a look towards You. 

My heart has become cold as result of bad things an d cannot 

warm up with tears of love. 

Oh Christ, the treasure of all good, 

Grant me perfect repentance and a wounded heart tha t seeks 

your love. 

Oh our benevolent creator has compassion on our mis ery. 

Oh our Father full of mercy, force us to get nearer  to You. 

Release our souls from the prison that we have bloc ked 

ourselves in even if we are not willing. 

Oh Lord, may your strength uphold us and rescue us from 

drowning that we bent over. 

 
Youhanna al-Daliathi  
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Peace Prayer of St. Francis 
 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;   
where there is hatred, let me sow love;   
where there is injury, pardon;   
where there is doubt, faith;   
where there is despair, hope;   
where there is darkness, light;   
and where there is sadness, joy.   
O Divine Master,   
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console;   
to be understood, as to understand;   
to be loved, as to love;   
for it is in giving that we receive,   
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,   
and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life .  
Amen. 
  
 

 


