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St. Christopher Catholic Church, Cheam, Sutton SM3RU

H %(G % % %* % % (B 'B 4 (B ' B*
8 (B
Fr Tom Qui, Sts. Peter & Pauls Catholic ChurchCa8nberne Avenue,

W13 9QZ , Tel. 02085675421 Parish Centre: Leybédwenue & Felton
Road

The Sunday Services at the Oriental Churches in
London:

(Chaldean Catholic Mission) at The Holy family

Catholic Church, Vale Lane, West Acton, London
W3 0DY (12.30 pm) (Tel: 02089976370)
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(Syriac Catholic Mission) at The Holy Trinity
Church, 41 Brook Green, Hammersmith, London W6
7BL (1pm)(Mob: 07876424662)

(Syriac Orthodox Church) at St Andrews Church,
Star Road, London W14 (4pm)(Tel: 02086547531)

(Assyrian Church) at St. Mary Parish,
Westminster Road, Hanwell, London W7 3TU (9am)
(02085671814)

(Ancient Church of the East) at St Mary Church
Hall, 62 Greenford Avenue, Hanwell, London, W7
4NQ (9 am) 02085676463
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WHAT IS RELIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM?

by Dr. Joe Seferta

In recent years, well-known
atheists have been attacking
religion as the root cause of most
of the world's ills. You find this,
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for example, in Richard
Dawkins’ “The God Delusion”
and Sam Harris' “Letter to a
Christian Nation”.
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These  aggressive religion-
bashers, however, are making the
mistake of equating religion with
religious fanaticism or
fundamentalism. They should
know that most adherents of any
religion wish to live in peace, but
that there are always small
minorities of individuals who are
driven by hatred towards extreme
ideologies. Some of these are
even willing to use violence and
terror to achieve their goals. So
what is religious fundamentalism
and how has it come about?

Throughout history, there have
always been fundamentalist
tendencies in every religion. But
the modern “Fundamentalist
Move-

ment” first appeared among some
Protestant groups early in the™20
century, in reaction to both
Charles Darwin's Theory of

Evolution and the so-called
Higher Criticism of the Bible.

Their intention was to preserve
the essential doctrines (the
“fundamentals”) of the Christian
faith, such as the divinity of
Christ. They tended to inter-

pret everything in the Bible
literally, particularly the story of

creation in Genesis.

But for decades secularism

gained ground and many

observers in the West assumed
that religion was going out of

existence. This assump-

tion was based on the notion that
human beings had become more
rational and—qgiven the

astonishing advances in science
and techno-

logy—that God and religion were
not needed any more. In any
case, religion had been privatised
and, to many people, it had
become just like another hobby.

In recent decades, however,
observers have been taken by
surprise at the remarkable
resurgence of religion around the
world and even here in the West.
It has become clear that science,
rationalism, secu-

larism and consumerism have
been unable to satisfy people’s
spiritual needs and have left a
deep void in their lives. Essential
ques-

tions such as “What is the

meaning of life?” and “Is there

life after death?” can only be

answered by religion.

The problem with all
Fundamentalists is that they are
uncompro-

mising in their convictions and
militant in their attitudes, whether
among the Protestants in
America, the Jews in Israel or the
Muslims in Saudi Arabia. They
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are reacting against the secular
and scientific culture of the West
and are frightened of losing their
religious iden-

tity. Although each brand of
Fundamentalism has its own
dynamic, they all feel they are
engaged in a cosmic war between
the forces of good and evil.

Today these Fundamentalist
attitudes have hardened even
further, notably among the
American “New Christian Right”
and the Muslim terrorists
everywhere. The former support
the Zionist ideology of a greater
Israel and desire an Armageddon
battle that would hasten the
return of the Messiah. The latter,
on the other hand, afighting the

“infidels” in order tospread “true

Islam” in the West and

throughout the world.

Both groups look forward to a
similar eschatological ending for
them as individuals, so that the
former are waiting for “the
rapture”, when they are “snatched
up” to meet Christ in the air (cf. 1
Thess. 4:17), while the latter are
expecting the sensual delights of
Paradise promised to “martyrs”
in Allah’'s cause (cf. Quran
9:111, for example). All
Fundamentalists, in short, are
impatiently awaiting the end of
the world and some of them are
willing to pay any price for this
to happen as soon as possible.
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The Blind Girl

There was a blind girl in a small village. She love
very much. Their Love life was very smooth sailing

the only problem was that the blind Girl wanted to

her partner.

So she always used to say to her boy friend that."

d a boy
but

see

I will

marry you the day | will be able to see you."
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One day someone donated eyes to the blind girl and she
was able to see everything. At first she saw her bo  yfriend

and was completely astonished to See that he was al so

blind. Then the boy asked the girl that,” now will you
marry me?" The girl simply refused his marriage
proposal; the boy only smiled and went away saying,
"Please take care of my eyes"
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Saint Aphrahate's Commentary

“No slave is greater than his master” (Jn 15:20)

Behold, | am sending you like sheep in the midswvolves; so be shrewd
as serpents and simple as doves. But beware ofgydopthey will hand
you over to courts and scourge you in their synagegand you will be
led before governors and kings for my sake as aes# before them and
the pagans. When they hand you over, do not wdroyiiahow you are to
speak or what you are to say. You will be givethat moment what you
are to say. For it will not be you who speak b 8pirit of your Father
speaking through you. Brother will hand over brotte death, and the
father his child; children will rise up against ats and have them put to
death. You will be hated by all because of my naooe whoever endures
to the end will be saved. When they persecute yoone town, flee to
another. Amen, | say to you, you will not finistettowns of Israel before
the Son of Man comes.
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Commentary of the issue: Saint Aphrahate (?-around 345), Monk
and Bishop in Nineveh, near Mosul in present-day Iraq,
Demonstrations, n21

#$ % & () *

| have written to you, beloved, concerningudewho was persecuted,
and the righteous [of the Old Testament] who wesesgcuted, in order
that those who today are persecuted for the sakieegbersecuted Jesus,
may be comforted. For he wrote for us and comfoaedimself when he
said, “If they persecuted me, they will also pewec/ou. And they will
persecute you because you do not belong to thedwod more than |
belong to it.” (Jn 15:19-20; 17:14). For he wrotefdre for us, “Your
fathers and your brothers and your family will geli you up, and all men
shall hate you for my name's sake”. And again hghtius, “When they
shall bring you before rulers and magistrates andskthat govern the
world, do not worry beforehand what you shall sayd how you shall
make defence. | will give you a mouth and wisdonthsahat your
enemies will not be able to overcome you, becatiseniot you who will
be speaking, but the Spirit of your Father who Willspeaking in you.”

This is the spirit which spoke by the mouthJacob to Esau, his
persecutor; and the spirit of wisdom which spokiigePharaoh by the
mouth of Joseph when he was persecuted; and thiewgpich spoke by
the mouth of Moses in all the wonders which he uidthe land of
Egypt...; and the spirit that uttered psalms byrtioeith of David when he
was persecuted, by which he used to sing psalmssaathe Saul his
persecutor from the evil spirit; and the spirit ahiclothed Elijah, and
through him reproved Jezebel and Ahab his persecutand the spirit
which strengthened Jeremiah, so that he stoodyhadd by it reproved
Zedekiah; and the spirit that preserved Danieltd@adrethren in the land
of Babylon; and the spirit that delivered Mordeaad Esther in the place
of their captivity...

Hear, beloved, these names of martyrs, of confessand of the
persecuted: Abel, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshuathdbp Samson,
Gideon and Barak, David, Samuel, Hezekiah, Elijalisha, Micah,
Jeremiah, Daniel, Hananiah and his brothers, JMiscabeus and his
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brothers... But greater and more excellent is thetyrdom of Jesus. He
surpassed in affliction and in confession all wherevbefore or after.
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