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Iragi Christians flee to safer ground,

Why Iraqgi Christians are moving to Syria,

Iragi Church' path of persecution,

Iragi Christians wary of Islamists,

Iragi Christians want projection from al-Qaeda,

Iragi Christians forced to pay ‘protection tax’,

Iragi Christians continues to flee violence,

Iragi Christians lose all hope with violence,

Iragi Christians seeks haven from violence,

Iragi Christians flee forced conversion,

Iragi Christians call for end to persecution,

Iragi Christianslive is fear of death,
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The Iraqi Christian Community Representatives in t  he UK

Press Release

June 6, 2007

"If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed,
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you."(1 Peter 4:14)

A DARK ERA FOR THE IRAQI CHRISTIANS

For the past four years, the Iraqgi Christians have been targeted by
a wave of attacks on their persons, churches, monasteries, homes
and businesses. Different researchers Centers headed by Human
Rights documented thousands attacks on the Christians during this
period.

The Patriarch for the Chaldeans, Emmanuel Il Delly, the Patriarch
for the Assyrians Mar Dinkha IV, Mar Addai Il and other Church
leaders have come out with a strong accusation against the Iraqi
authorities and foreign troops for not protecting civilians specially
minorities. Mar Delly Il said: “Today, Christians are persecuted in a
country where everyone is fighting for their own personal interests.
They have always lived in Iraq and over the years they have done
everything possible to contribute to its development together with
their Muslim brothers.”

The ordeal of Iragi Christians started with targeting the churches
and kidnapping clegymen and civilian. On 13 of Oct. 2006 Fr.
Poulous Iskandar was kidnapped and beheaded, Fr. Munthir al-
saga was shot dead. On June 3, 2007 in Mosul, Father Ghadeer
Ganny with three deacons were shot dead after celebrating mass.
In Dora destrict of Baghdad, there is a systematic eradication of
Christians, in which they are forced to choice one of three to pay
Jizya, leave their house or convert to Islam. Terrors are incited by
the number of Imams of the mosques Fatwa and other fanatics
against the ‘Christian infidels.’
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The developments that follow will be even more serious. The
frightened Christians are expecting the authorities to insure their
safety, security and justice.

We ask United Nations, all peace-loving governments , Human
Rights organizations and individuals to help the Ch ristians of
Irag. The reprehensible failure of Irag to guarant ee religious
freedom, justice and accountability towards the Chr istians
simply amounts to an invitation to continue the sam e in the
future.
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"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salelogs saltiness, how can|i

be made salty again?" (Matt. 5: 13)

"By their fruit you will recognize them." (Matt. 20)

"He that is not with me is againt me." (Matt. 1) 3

"If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall intbe ditch." (Matt. 15: 14)
"for | was hungry and you gave me something to ewaias thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a strangdrya invited me in,
| needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sickyandlooked after
me, | was in prison and you came to visit me." tM2%5: 35-36)
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THE BLACK YEARS

It has been four years since the invasion of Iraq by American and
coalition forces and the removal of the previous regime from power
(9 April 2003). After one year of rule by The Coalition Provincial
Council (CPC, 28June 2003-6" April 2004), and three years of rule
by an Iragi government with a Parliament, what is the situation of
the Christians of Iraq?

What is their future? Is there any hope for them? How will the
church respond to the worsening conditions? Apart from economic
and political breakdown of the society and lack of law and order
that affected the Christians as well as the Muslims, Christians have
been specifically targeted.

Since 2004 thousands of Christians have been killed, threatened,
and driven out of their homes. Churches have been destroyed,
priests abducted and killed, and crosses removed from church
domes.

Basra has long been emptied of its Christians. Radical Islam
groups in al-Dora, Baghdad have threatened local Christians with
violence asking them to pay a Jyzia (tax) or convert to Islam.
Similar threats have forced hundreds of Christians out of the city of
Mosul. People have handed over their home and fled the country.

Kurdish areas have so far been considered safe for the Christians.
The Kurdistan government has supported the Christians by
rebuilding their destroyed churches and monasteries. But the
situation is not straightforward as it would not be long before
Turkey would voice he opposition to the creation of a strong
Kurdistan. More over there has been recent targeting of Christians
within the so called safe haven.
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Our leaders have always made their position clear regarding the
changing situation. They have reiterated that we would like to live
in peace and cooperation with our Muslim brothers and sisters and
that all Iraq should be a safe haven not only for the Christians but
for all the nationals of Iraq. They voiced their dissatisfaction
regarding the new constitution that sparked heated discussions and
inflamed concern amongst the Christians. Since article 2a states
that it is not permissible to legislate any law against the laws of
Islam. Although it is followed by two contradicting articles that
which state that no law should be enacted against human rights
and against democracy, Christians fear that the country will
become a closed Islamic state.

Recently Archbishop Louis Sako of Kirkuk has warned that attacks
on Christians by radical Islamic groups previously localised in the
cities of Mosul and Baghdad, had now spread across the country,
even into areas previously considered a safe haven for Christians.
He has recently announced to Asia News:

‘We can no longer be silent. We have to remind thrédvof
the importance of the Christian presence in Iragy, the
good of Irag. Christians are suffering from forced
evacuation, rape, kidnap, blackmail, scarring anlirig,
forcing Christians to leave their homes destroyitige
cultural, civil and religious mosaic of which Irads
considered to be the very cradle’.

Bishop Shlemon Wardooni told Asia News that the capital's
Chadean Church of Sts Peter and Paul had received a blunt
warning :

‘get rid of the cross or we will burn your church’.

He went on to say:

In the last two months many churches have been forced to remove
their crosses from their domes’

Ten of Baghdad 80 churches have closed. In the summer of 2006,
Bishop Andrawis Abouna reported to ‘Aid to Church in Need’ that
since the invasion about half of the Christians have left the country.
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The last issue of the Tablet (28 April 2007) quoted the UN that fifty
thousand Iragis are fleeing the country each month. The Guardian
weekly (October 20-26 2006) reported a representative from
UNHRC saying that Christians make about 40% of the refugees in
Syria since the registering of refugees started in 2003,even though
they make only 5% of the Iraqi population.

It has been estimated that about 1.2 million Iragis have fled the
country due to sectarian violence and persecution. The bleeding of
the Iragi Christian community is something to ponder on. Are we
seeing the end of Christianity in Iraq? Exodus of Iraqgi Christians
had started from Gulf War as people started to feel that no good
seem to be happening to their country. People left because of
economic and political hardships and sought countries which will
give their children a better future. Since the invasion of Iraq, the
general lawlessness together with specific religious persecution by
Muslim fundamentalists are added factor. People are now leaving
in haste and their situation especially in Syria needs immediate
attention by the international community.

In view of this changing situation what should we and all those who
care for Iraq as a whole and its Christian community in particular
do?

1. The first thing to do is to strengthen Chrissi@eommunities inside and
outside Iraqg, giving a message of hope rather fhah lamenting the
present situation. Here | quote psalm 68:2b ‘Aswis melt before fire so
would the wicked perish before God'. And as SaiatlAn his second
letter to the Corinthians: ‘we are subjected todship but never
distressed, bewildered but do not despair, peredchut not driven to
despair, knocked down but not crushed’.

2. All of us should have to look to the future wvaith fear, choosing the
option of the poor. We should bear the respongibdf the refugees in
Syria, Jordan and other countries outside Irag,ynadmvhom are living in

desperate conditions.

(You can mention here that some are selling thelindys and girls may
be forced to selling themselves. Relatives fromoath are helping. The
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Church itself is also helping those poor in SyAd.is not enough. The
international community has to move).

3. Supporting ministries inside and outside Irax. (t is significant that
presently Europe has 100,000 Chaldeans who arestetiad by 16
priests.) What should be done to support these aoritigs?

4. What should we do to make our voice heard? Tenap window of
hope we need to be committed ourselves. This nibedsotivation of all
Christian and human organisations and public opitgowhat is going on
in Iraqg; the truth of the crimes against the Chaisd and all ethnic
communities. Fr. Habib J.

Chaldean Patriarch: Christians
persecutedy Iraqgi government and foreign troops

After a long silence, the leader of the Chaldeanr€iin has gathered ¢
echoed appeals by bishops and clergy, calling fstiop to “internal a

external persecution” that is affecting Christiaims Iraq. He urge
politicians not to stand by and watch, and alsodeomed US troop
"God does not appreciate what you are doing incountry.’

Erbil haemorrhage of persecuted
(AsiaNews) — Christians from Iraq. Shortly

The Patriarch after returning from a long stay
for the in the United States, the head of
Chaldeans, the Chaldean Church denounced,

Emmanuel 1 for the first time since the

Delly, has beginning of the war, the sins of

come out with politicians and armies against the

a strong people, emphasizing the
accusation worrying conditions that

against the Iragi authorities and
foreign troops and has called for
decisive intervention from the
government and international
community to stop the

Christians are in, threatened with
extinction. “Christians are killed,

chased out of their homes before
the very eyes of those who are
supposed to be responsible for
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their safety,” Delly said

forcefully from the altar of the

church of Mar Qardagh in Erbil,
Kurdistan, where he celebrated
Mass on 6 May. The persecution
campaign undertaken by Muslim
extremists in big cities as well as
in villages has prompted the
Iragi clergy and bishops to make
several appeals in recent months
for the unity of the country and
the rights of their community,

which has always been a
fundamental part of Iraqi
society.

Delly gathered these appeals ang
made them once again in loud
voice: “Today, Christians are
persecuted in a country where
everyone is fighting for their
own personal interests. They
have always lived in Irag and
over the years they have done
everything possible to contribute
to its development together with
their Muslim brothers.” Delly
said Christians would surely
fight to ensure respect for their
rights as Iraqgis on regional level
as well as that of the central
government.

In his address, reported in Arabic
on the internet site of the
Patriarchate of Baghdad
http://www.st-adday.com/,  he

described the two-fold nature of

the persecution: internal and
external. “Internal persecution is
that perpetrated by Iragis
themselves, who are chasing
Christians out of their homes and
lands. Responsible for this
persecution are all those in
power who did nothing and are
doing nothing to stop this
tragedy. External persecution is
that which has affected the very
dignity of all the Iraqi people,
whose mosques, churches and
institutions have been destroyed
or occupied, without any respect
for their faith.” In this regard, the
Patriarch recalled the case of
Babel College; its former base in
Baghdad has been transformed
by American troops into a
military base against the wishes
of the Patriarchate. This could be
seen as further proof that shared
faith does not imply complicity
between the foreign troops and
the Christian community,
victimized by the war as much as
Muslims are.

As for the United States, Delly had
hard words for its intervention:

“The Americans came to Iraq

without our consent. God does not
appreciate what you have done and
are doing in our country... Let us

hope that the Lord enlightens these
people so that they may stop
violating the rights of all Iraqis.”
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The strong stand taken by the
Patriarchate, which has kept a low
profile for all these years, was
expected by the community that
now feels somewhat more hopeful.
“Now we can even die but at least

Erbil (AsiaNews) — There are
numerous children and
Dominican nuns among the
wounded from suicide bombing
of the Christian village of Tell-
el-skop, north east of Mosul.
Suicide attacks targeting the
North of the country have
sounded the alarm for religious
leaders, who now ask the Holy
See for help. Find a way, a
means to save us, the Church
in all of Iraq is in great
danger, we beg the Vatican to
help us bring our voice to the
world”. It almost seems like an
ultimatum, these words
expressed by Msgr. Rabban al
Qas, Chaldean bishop of

Amadiyah and Erbil, in his

Islamic group in Baghda
“Get rid of the cross or we will b

we will do so knowing that we are
doing something, not just waiting
for our community to flee from the
country or to disappear,” said a
priest cited by the website
Baghdadhope.

reiteration of the Iraqi Catholic
Churches appeal.

The explosion seriously
damaged the nearby Dominican
Convent and primary school and
kindergarten which the sisters
run. At least 10 people were
killed among them two children;
among the 140 wounded there
are two religious. A sister
present at the time of the blast
said the explosion terrorized the
little ones, who up on till now
had never witnessed such
violence in their Vvillage.

In the Dora quarter threats continue to be made
against Christians. In the last two months
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Christian parishes have been forced to give inxtceenist pressure, only
the Church of Sts Peter and Paul has withstoodrs@\ffatwa forbids the
practice of Christian ritual gestures. The US aoogupies Babel College,
property of the Chaldean Patriarchate.

Baghdad (AsiaNews) — “Get rid
of the cross or we will burn your
Churches”. This is the threat
aimed at the Chaldean Church of
Sts Peter and Paul, located in the
ancient Christian quarter of
Baghdad, Dora. Local sources
say an unknown armed Islamic
group is behind the threats which
are inseminating terror in the
capital. The Arab website
Ankawa.com and Aina news

agency speak of a campaign of
persecution in act in the area.
Even Mosul, a Sunni

stronghold, the Christian

presence is being gravely
threatened.

Msgr. Shlemon Warduni,

Chaldean auxiliary bishop of
Baghdad, tellf\siaNews fin the

last 2 months many Churches
have been forced to remove their
crosses from their domes”. In
the case of the Church of St.
George, assira, Muslim
extremists took the situation into
their own hands: they climbed
onto the roof and ripped out the
cross. In the Chaldean Church
of St John, in Dora, this has been

without a pastor for months now,

the  parishioner themselves
decided to move the cross to a
safer place following repeated
threats.

The same threats which have
arrived at the Church of Sts Peter
and Paul, which has so far
however withstood intimidation:

the cross hasn't been removed
but the threats continue. “The
Iragi people are tired — says
Warduni — we have been
suffering for far too long the

situation has become
unsustainable; we ask God to
give us peace. The Christians,
just like the Muslims, want to

rebuild Irag, we don’t want to be
forced to flee, because this is
where we were born, this is
where we have lived our lives”.

The Islamic group active in Dora
seems to have delivered an
ultimatum to  the  Christian

community there: convert to Islam
or die; moreover reports say that
they have delivered a Fatwa
forbidding Christians to wear the
cross or make any religious gesture.
It also permits the confiscation of
goods and properties belonging to
the Christian families who find
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themselves forced to flee their homes for safeghatt notice.

CHINA and its RELIGIONS TODAY
By Dr. Joe SEFERTA

I am highlighting China, partly due to my recensivithere, but al
because many of us think that within a generatiotwo, China may we
replace the United States as the world’'s superpovedr leag

economically. It is certainly opening up to foregge who find there poli
people and a clean and developed country. The Otgnpll take plac

in Beijing in 2008 and the World Expo in Shanghma?D10.

Since the collapse of Marxism,
China has had to redefine its
identity. Officials have discreetly
replaced “communist”  with

“socialist” and are now

advocating “good” capitalism.
Educated Chinese openly point
to the failures of Mao’'s

“Cultural Revolution” of the

1960s. Sadly, though, no religion
is taught in schools and the
frantic quest for wealth and
possessions has left a real
spiritual and moral gap in
people’s lives.

Chinese authorities are trying to
replace Marxism with another
form of nationalism that can
hold together China’'s huge
population of 1.4 billion. For
this, they are turning to the old
philosophy of Confucius (d. 477
B.C.) with its message of peace,
social cohesion and obedience to

civil rulers. In fact, within the

last decade, many “Confucian
Institutes” have been established
with the aim of spreading
Chinese languages and culture,
not only throughout China but in
other parts of the world as well.

Confucianism is being adopted
as a philosophy of life rather

than a religion, although it may

also be regarded as one of
China’s indigenous religions,

with the others being Buddhism
and Taoism. When visiting

temples, one notices that their
exteriors look very similar. Their

interiors, however, are different,

for, while Buddhist temples

contain fewer images, Taoist and
folk temples are much gaudier,
and Confucian temples tend to
be more sedate and not as
colourful or noisy.

Islam and Christianity also have
old roots in China, though not as
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ancient as the indigenous
religions. Islam was brought to
China by Arab traders in thé"s
century, who built mosques and
made converts. Other Muslims
are of Turkic origin whose
ancestors moved into China’s
western Xinjiang region during
the Tang dynasty (A.D. 618-
906).

As for Christianity, the earliest
Chinese Christians were baptised
at the hands of Nestorian
missionaries from Mesopotamia
or modern Iraq (79" cc.).
Catholic missionary activity is
associated with the great Jesuit
names of Francis Xavier and
Matteo Ricci (18/17" cc.).
Later, with the intrusion of
Western powers in the 19

century, Protestant missionaries

entered and worked in China,
making numerous converts.

In spite of past and present
persecutions, Christianity is still
amazingly thriving in China.
Officials may estimate the
number of Christians as 20
million, but the real figure may
be three times higher. We all
know about the Chinese
government’'s opposition to any
Vatican appointments of bishops
and they have created the state
sponsored Catholic Patriotic
Church. Thankfully, however,
the two brands of Catholicism
get on rather well with each
other. Catholics may total some
20 million and are concentrated
mainly around Beijing and the
vilages of the northern
provinces of Hebei and Shanxi.

While the Vatican considers the consecration destponsored bishops to
be “illicit”, it is still “valid”. Imprisonment of Vatican appointed bishops
still goes on unfortunately. Some 30 years ago,n&hi underground

bishops requested the pope’s approval for selecimd) consecrating
bishops whenever contact with Rome is not possiliteerder to ensure

the continuation of apostolic succession—and th&cda agreed. Subtle
diplomatic efforts are still continuing between @dse and Vatican
officials in order to resolve their differences. &mevhile, however,

Christians in China are holding on firmly to thé&iith and may well be

looking forward to a bright future indeed.
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The Occupation of al-Ruha

By Archbishop Bar Hebraeus
Translated by Fr Habib JAJOU
Introduction

Archbishop Gregorios Bar Hebraeus Abu Faraj Almlas born in

1226AD in Multea / Mesopotamia, died in 1286AD dmdried in the

monastery of Mar Matta near Mosul/lraq. Accordingdr Suha Rassam,
"Bar Hebraeusis probably the most outstanding figure of thestEa

Orthodox church- The son of a physician who, aftadying medicine in

Antioch and Tripoli, turned to theological studisd the priesthood. He
was consecrated bishop and became primate of thenS@rthodox

Church in 1264AD. His works are encyclopaedic iarelster and were
mainly written in Syriac, though a few were writt@nArabic. They cover

a wide field of subjects including theology, phidpby history, sciences
and monasticism."

Below is a translation of his article about Turksops seizing al-Ruha
(Christian city south of Turkey). This article wasblished in Mosul/Iraq

! Christianity in Iraq by Dr Suha Rassam, London,2p071.
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in 1901 by bishofyacobEugene Mannan Volume Il titled: Collection of
Aramaic Literature; Chapter Il, Part XXVI, p. 3668

The translated text

In 1144, The Governor of
Mosul- Zinky, decided to launch
an attack on al-Ruha, as he wag
informed by the people of al-
Harran, that Joselyne, the
governor, Thus, al-Ruha became
vulnerable and easy to occupy.
On Tue., 28 of Nov 1144,
Commander Zinky besieged al-
Ruha, and started hitting its
military camps, near the Church
of Confessors inBab al-Sa'at
(The gate of Watches).

He set up severMangenikat
(like missiles today), and hailed
the city with burning arrows, like
rain.

People of al-Ruha, young, old,
men, women, and children,
defended their city, as well as
monks, up in the mountains.
Women were handing food,
stones and water to the warriors,
who climbed the walls, that
surround the city, to fight the
invaders.

Zinky's men, managed to dig a
tunnel to reach the wall, and two
other towers. Al-Ruha’'s people,
also managed to dig a tunnel, to
get out and killed as many as
they could, on their way out.

As the two towers were near to
fall, al-Atabak Zinky sent a letter

to al-Ruha people, warning them
of the consequences: saying,"
Take two men from us, and send
us two men to see the danger of
the about to fall towers ",
threatening them, to perish the

city, if they refuse to surrender.

But Papias, the western
governor, refused to do so, as he
was relying on Jocelyn, and the
king of Jerusalem, to rescue him.
Simultaneously, the Turkish
army, tried to exploit a gap, and
inter the city from the other side.
As the people and all the priests,
rushed to defend that side, they
left the walls of the city,
unguarded Turkish army,
climbed the walls, and entered
the city.

The hundreds of people killed in
this action, is nothing compared
to the massacres that followed.
Turkish invaders started chasing
everyone. The weak, unarmed,
horrified people, fleeing for their

life to the fortress in the town

centre, they spared no one.

No one can describe that crime
that occurred on Sat. thé® f
Jan, at 3 a.m. The Turks entered
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the city, with their swords high
over the heads of the innocent,
elderly, children, men, women,
priests and infants, to drink their
blood. What a bitter story, the
Abger city (the first king who
believed in Jesus in the first
century) was crushed because of
our sins and bad deeds!

When the priests and senators
who were carrying the coffins
saw the anger that the prophet
said about: 'l console the anger
of the Lord, because | have
sinned” Did not flee or stopped
praying, until they were silenced
by the sword. Their bodies were
covered with blood. Mothers
gathered their children around
them like — mother Hen and her
chicks — waiting either to be
slaughtered by the sword or to be
taken as slaves.

For those who fled to the

fortress, the guards refused to
open for them unless they see
Papias. But he was not able to
come in first, so thousands have
asphyxiated because of
congestion, and when Papias
came, he was not able to entre
because of the piles of bodies in
front of the door of the fortress.

He was shot by Turks and died.

When Zinky saw that horror, he
stopped the killing. Bishop
Basilios was seen naked and
barefoot. He was pulled by
Turks with a rope. When Zincy
saw him, he recognised him
through the sobriety of his
personality. He asked about his
identity. And when he learned
that he is the Archbishop; he
ordered his men to cloth him and
let him in his tent.

Zincy started blaming bishop
Basilios for refusing to surrender
and saved his people, Bishop
replied: 'Divine  Providence
wants you have this power and
you've been the big winner
among your friends and kings,
and us poor have uncovered
faces toward the Lord that do
not go beyond our creedZinky
admired the  Archbishop's
answer, and saitiyou are right,
bishop. Those who endure, and
honour their vows to god and
their fellow mankind, till death,
are the most respectable ores.

As to those, who were in the
fortress, the Turks had promised
to spare them, if they

surrendered, and they did. But
the Turks kept killing the

Byzantines where ever they
found them. So our people, and
the Armenian, survived this
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horrible massacre. We can not| Jeremiah and like to call the
tell the story of this strike, but laments to write poetries about
we return to the prophet the compassionated people.

Saint Isaac from Nineveh

You have heard that it was said, "You shall lover yeighbor and
hate your enemy.’ But | say to you, love your eagnand pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be childrgouwr heavenly
Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad amdgbod, and
causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. Foyou love those
who love you, what recompense will you have? Do thettax
collectors do the same? And if you greet your @gtonly, what is
unusual about that? Do not the pagans do the sa®ueBe perfect,
just as your heavenly Father is perfect.

* . *)) .! 1% %))
|
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