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@�  Pray so as not to fall into temptation  
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@B  Male and Female He created them  

@�  Meet Mary: The Blessed Virgin, the Bible, and 

the Early Church  

A�  Agape   

A@  Odes of Solomon 

AA  The Gift (story) 

 
THE NEW MARTYRS IN IRAQ 

 
 

Rany Yousif,  
was shot dead in Mosul 

14/03/2008 
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Faris Jarjees Khidhir al-
Yakoo. Was born in 1972. 
He has three children. Was 
martyred in Mosul Friday, 

29th Feb. 2008 
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Out of the depths I call to you, LORD; 
2 Lord, hear my cry! May your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. 

3 If you, LORD, mark our sins, Lord, who can stand? 
4 But with you is forgiveness and so you are revered. 

5 I wait with longing for the LORD, my soul waits for his word. 
6 My soul looks for the Lord more than sentinels for daybreak. More 

than sentinels for daybreak, Psalm 130 
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Dear Lord Jesus Christ 

 
We want to remember the Iraqi People 

who suffer because they believe in You. 
We pray for those who are killed, 
kidnapped, threatened, or tortured. 

We pray for those who have to worship 
you in fear. 

We ask You to strengthen them. 
Give them courage to remember that You and we feel their 

suffering. 
Dear Jesus, be close and comfort them to live in peace. 
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Christianity in Iraq V: Synopsis by Dr Erica Hunter 
The Peshitta or Syriac Bible, 
introduced by Rabbula, bishop of 
Edessa in the fifth century remains 
the authoritative text of the Syriac 
churches in Iraq today.  
The books of the Peshitta Old 
Testament were translated from 
Hebrew but are also linked with the 
Targums Aramaic translations of the 
Hebrew texts) and are important 
witness to interaction with Jewish 
communities of northern 
Mesopotamia in the early centuries 
of the Christian era.  
 
Northern Mesopotamia is also 
connected with the Diatessaron a 
‘harmony of the Gospels’ that was 
largely based on the Gospel of 
Matthew. It was composed, probably 
in Rome around 160 A.D., by 
Tatian, who was born in Adiabene.  
Presenting the life of Jesus as a 
single story, the Diatessaron was to 
remain in widespread usage amongst 
Mesopotamian Christians until the 
fifth century introduction of the 
Peshitta. As well as the Diatessaron, 
separate gospels, called Old Syriac 
Gospels, were used. Their precise 

relationship with the Diatessaron is 
unknown, but they probably were 
written around 200 A.D. Until the 
nineteenth century when extant 
fragments, dating to the beginning of 
the fifth century, were discovered at 
the monastery of St. Catherine at Mt. 
Sinai, the Old Syriac Gospels were 
unknown to scholars. 
 
The Peshitta, revised the Old 
Syriac Gospels, and replaced the 
Diatessaron. The rich manuscript 
traditions of the Indian churches 
and the translation of the Peshitta 
into Central Asian and Iranian 
languages are testimony of the 
former international legacy of 
Mesopotamian Christianity.  
Today the Syriac Bible serves as 
a common denominator: used by 
the Church of the East, Syrian 
Orthodox, Chaldaean and Syrian 
Catholic Churches. It also 
provides hope and inspiration for 
Iraqi Christians, both in their 
homeland and diaspora 
communities. 
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Pray so as not to fall into temptation 
Jesus prayer before the crucifixion 

 
Fr Habib JAJOU 
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By Greg Watts 

Courageous leader of the beleaguered Chaldean Catho lics in 
northern Iraq, found dead a fortnight after being k idnapped  

A rchbishop Paul Faraj Rahho was a courageous leader of the Chaldean 
Catholic community in northern Iraq.  

In February 2008, after he led the Stations of the Cross at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit in Mosul, gunmen ambushed his car, snatching him and 
killing his driver and two companions.  

Rahho was born in 1942, a year after the second British invasion of Iraq. 
He spent nearly all his life in Mosul, a city with one of the largest and 
oldest Christian populations in Iraq. In 1954 he entered St Peter’s junior 
seminary, Baghdad, and then, at 18, graduated to the major seminary. He 
was ordained a priest on June 10, 1965 and, after a brief spell in Baghdad, 
appointed to St Isaiah’s church, Mosul.  

After gaining a licence in pastoral theology at the Pontifical University of 
St Thomas Aquinas, Rome, Rahho returned to Mosul in 1977. He served as 
a priest in the parishes of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St Paul’s.  

He built the church of the Sacred Heart in Telkif, a new district of Mosul, 
and the bishop’s residence. He also opened an orphanage for handicapped 
children. He was ordained Chaldean Archbishop of Mosul on February 16, 
2001, giving him responsibility for around 20,000 Catholics in ten parishes 
— although it is an Eastern-rite denomination, the Chaldean Catholic 
Church is in full communion with the Vatican.  

In the chaos after the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003 Christians found 
themselves targeted by Islamic terrorists, and Rahho worked closely with 
Iraq’s other Church leaders. In 2003, after the death of Pope John Paul II, 
Armenian Orthodox, Assyrian and Syrian Orthodox bishops joined him for 
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a Mass at St George’s monastery.He also forged good relations with 
Muslims. After his residence was bombed in July 2004 an imam offered 
him accommodation at a mosque complex.  

However, Rahho did express concern about moves to incorporate Sharia 
into the new Iraqi Constitution: “We are in a predominantly Muslim 
country,” he said. “We are not concerned that Islam is the state religion, but 
being a basic source of legislation contradicts the principles of democracy 
and freedom, and, above all, the other possible sources are not mentioned.”  

Despite the attacks on Christians, Rahho strove to lead his flock by example. In 
2005 he organised a series of events in Mosul to celebrate the Year of the 
Eucharist. That same year, his colleague, the Syrian Catholic Archbishop of Mosul, 
Basile Georges Casmoussa, was abducted at gunpoint outside his church only to be 
released 24 hours later unharmed. Church officials denied a ransom had been paid.  

With rising violence in Mosul, Rahho talked about Christians in the city facing 
stark choices. Either they fled, converted to Islam, paid the jizya (a tax imposed on 
non-Muslims) or risked being killed. One in three Christians had been forced out of 
the city, he claimed.  

In June 2007 he celebrated a requiem Mass in St Addai’s church, Karamless, for 
Father Ragheed Aziz Ganni and three sub-deacons, who were shot dead by 
terrorists after Sunday Mass at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Before opening 
fire, the gunmen had demanded that they convert to Islam.  

In that year Rahho went with the Chaldean Patriarch Emmanuel Delly III to Rome, 
where Pope Benedict XVI made him a cardinal. While in Rome, he revealed to the 
Chaldean official representative to the Vatican that he had recently been threatened 
by gunmen in the street.  

In an interview with Asia News shortly before he was kidnapped, Rahho said: 
“We, Christians of Mesopotamia, are used to religious persecution and pressures 
by those in power. After Constantine, persecution ended only for Western 
Christians, whereas in the East threats continued. Even today we continue to be a 
Church of martyrs.”  

Archbishop Paul Rahho, leader of the Chaldean Catholic Church in northern 
Iraq, was born on November 20, 1942. He was found dead on March 13, 2008, 
aged 65 
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1 

Equality and difference willed by God  

369 Man and woman have been created, which is to say, willed by 
God: on the one hand, in perfect equality as human persons; on the 
other, in their respective beings as man and woman. "Being man" or 
"being woman" is a reality which is good and willed by God: man 
and woman possess an inalienable dignity which comes to them 
immediately from God their Creator.[240] Man and woman are both 

with one and the same dignity "in the 
image of God". In their "being-man" and 
"being-woman", they reflect the Creator's 
wisdom and goodness.  

370 In no way is God in man's image. He 
is neither man nor woman. God is pure 
spirit in which there is no place for the 
difference between the sexes. But the 

respective "perfections" of man and woman reflect something of the 
infinite perfection of God: those of a mother and those of a father and 
husband.[241]  

"Each for the other" - "A unity in two"  

371 God created man and woman together and willed each for the 
other. The Word of God gives us to understand this through various 
features of the sacred text. "It is not good that the man should be 
alone. I will make him a helper fit for him."[242] None of the 
animals can be man's partner.[243] The woman God "fashions" from 
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the man's rib and brings to him elicits on the man's part a cry of 
wonder, an exclamation of love and communion: "This at last is bone 
of my bones and flesh of my flesh."[244] Man discovers woman as 
another "I", sharing the same humanity.  

 

372 Man and woman were made "for each other" - not that God left 
them half-made and incomplete: he created them to be a communion 
of persons, in which each can be "helpmate" to the other, for they are 
equal as persons ("bone of my bones. . .") and complementary as 
masculine and feminine. In marriage God unites them in such a way 
that, by forming "one flesh",[245] they can transmit human life: "Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth."[246] By transmitting human 
life to their descendants, man and woman as spouses and parents co-
operate in a unique way in the Creator's work.[247] 

373 In God's plan man and woman have the vocation of "subduing" 
the earth[248] as stewards of God. This sovereignty is not to be an 
arbitrary and destructive domination. God calls man and woman, 
made in the image of the Creator "who loves everything that 
exists",[249] to share in his providence toward other creatures; hence 
their responsibility for the world God has entrusted to them.  
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Meet Mary : The Blessed Virgin, the Bible, and the 

Early Church   

By Mark Miravalle    

The following is an excerpt from a chapter in the recently published book 
Meet Mary: Getting to Know the Mother of God, Sophia Institute Press, 
January 2008. The book is be available via the Sophia Institute Web site, 
www.sophiainstitute.com. 
 

Mary in the Bible and the Early Church 

So, who is this woman who has had cathedrals named for her, poems 
written about her, and battles fought in her honor? Who is this Mary? 

Of the details of her life, we know little. Much of what we do know was 
recorded in the pages of the New Testament and passed down through the 
oral tradition of the early Church. Written on scrolls of parchment and the 
walls of the catacombs, this history gives only the briefest sketch of the 

woman who brought Jesus into the world. The 
glimpses into her life and character that we do get, 
however, are rich with significance, which is exactly 
why millions of men and women through the 
centuries have found in her a model of holiness, a 
companion in suffering, and, above all, a mother of 
their own. 

Mary in the New Testament 

In the pages of the New Testament, we have the oldest historical record of 
Mary’s life. Almost all that we know of her earthly existence we know 
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from the four Gospels, which were written sometime between 50 and 100 
A.D, along with the oral tradition passed on by the first Christians.  

  We know she was raised in Galilee, one of the most remote corners of one 
of the most remote provinces of the 
ancient Roman Empire. We know 
that when she came along in 
approximately 14 B.C., Israel was 
governed by Herod, a sadistic and 
power-hungry king who ruled at the 
pleasure of the emperor in Rome. A 
representative of that emperor, the 
governor, also sat in Jerusalem, 
supervising the soldiers, keeping an 

eye on Herod, and putting down the periodic rebellions that sprang up 
among the Jewish people.  

We also know that Mary was Jewish, a member of a people that had been 
persecuted, enslaved, exiled, and oppressed for thousands of years, yet who 
continued to worship the God of its ancestors and reject the polytheism of 
its oppressors. We know that she married a carpenter named Joseph, gave 
birth to a son named Jesus, watched her son become a man, and later 
watched him die on a cross.  

The most detailed written 
information we have on Mary’s early 
life and relationship with her son 
comes from the Gospel of Luke. 
Luke, more so than any of the other 
Gospel writers, was concerned with 
giving an in-depth history of Jesus’ 
life, so he included more detailed 



 
 

151 al-Qeethara May - June 2008 

information about Jesus’ early years than the others did. In his Gospel, 
there are five key events in Christ’s early life that involve his mother. Here 
they are, according to their traditional names: 

1. The Annunciation (1:26-38), where the Angel Gabriel greets 
Mary with the words, "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you." He 
then informs her that she will conceive a child, who will go on to 
become the savior of the world. After asking, "How can this be, 
since I know not man," Mary accepts his answer, replying, "I am 
the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done unto me according to thy 
word."  

2. The Visitation (1:39-56), where Mary visits her cousin, 
Elizabeth, the expectant mother of John the Baptist. When 
Elizabeth first sees Mary, her child leaps in her womb, and 
Elizabeth cries out, "Blessed are you among women and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb," and Mary proclaims in return, "All 
generations will call me blessed" (1:48).  

3. The Nativity (2:22-38), where Mary gave birth to Jesus in a 
manger, and as the Christmas plays remind us, "wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes."  

4. The Presentation (2:22-38) of the infant Jesus in the Temple by 
Mary and Joseph, a Jewish ritual duty. There, an old man named 
Simeon prophesies about Jesus, and warns Mary that "a sword will 
pierce your own heart too."  

5. The Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple (2:41-52), where, 
after Jesus tells Mary and Joseph that "I must be about my Father’s 
business," we learn that Mary "kept all these things, pondering 
them in her heart."  
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Fr Habib JAJOU 
 

We always hear 
people try to label 
things as good or bad, 
right or wrong, or 
someone is lazy or 
clever. They use words 

such; should, must, have to etc.  The 
questions also are: How do they decide? 
What rule or base they depend on for that? 
Do they know exactly what they said? 
Where they have experience from to judge 
things or people? And there are other 
important questions. The answer will 

explain who we are and how we live, and what values we believe.  
 
As a Christians, we believe in God. First of all, according to our 
ancestors, Abraham, God is a powerful being outside us, decides 
what we have to do. By establishing relationship with Him, we can 
learn how to behave.  But we have Jesus, our brother, who teaches us 
every day how to live.  He has focused on a very important word, 
which is AGAPE.  It’s a Greece word, means LOVE. We are able to 
form our values from Jesus and church, our mother.  
 
Some people say these values are just opinions! May be are not true! 
This is because they do not believe that there are a powerful being 
outside us, or in Jesus. Some are atheists refuse Jesus in their lives. 
Considering values as opinions is very dangerous for our life, 
because according to that we can do every thing as long as we 
suppose things or our actions right, but how if our action hurt others? 
One likes to steal! To smoke in a bus! This mean that there are a 
mistake or an error hear! So that society across history has reached to 
such rules. People have recognised such actions as right or wrong.  
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Jews and Christians, have the Ten 
Commandments in the Old Testament (by the 
Prophet Moses). According to these and as Jesus 
teaches us, we have to love God and our 
neighbour. This is the most important 
commandment. Linking both commandments is 
aim of our moral teaching.  
 

Agape means love according to the teaching of our Lord, means also 
caring about all people; believing that life means to give and take, 
sharing life, solidarity, kindness. This meaning enable us to do what 
we want as Saint Augustine said (AD 354-440). 
 
This big love is responsibility; it means hard thinking to know what 
is right and what is wrong. 
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Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Matt hew 4,12-

17.23-25. 

When he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left 
Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: 
Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on 
those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen." From that time 

on, Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel 
of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people. His fame 

spread to all of Syria, and they brought to him all who were sick with various 
diseases and racked with pain, those who were possessed, lunatics, and paralytics, 
and he cured them. And great crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, and 

Judea, and from beyond the Jordan followed him.  
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The joy of those who seek its day 

is like the sun: 
even so my joy is in the Lord 

since he is the sun to me. 
His rays have raised me up, 

his light has dispersed all shadows from my 
countenance. 

 
Thanks to him I was given eyes 

and saw his holy day; 
I had ears 

and heard his truth; 
I had thoughts of knowledge 
and with its aid I rejoiced. 

 
I have forsaken the way of error; 

I turned to him 
and from him received abundantly of salvation. 
He bestowed it on me according to his kindness 

and his beauty has fashioned me. 
In his name I have put on incorruptibility, 

by his grace I have forsaken corruption. 
 

Mortality has vanished from before my face, 
the dwelling-place of the dead has been annihilated by my word, 

immortal life has arisen in the land of the Lord. 
It has been revealed to believers  

and granted without reserve 
to all those who put their trust in him. 

Alleluia! 
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THE GIFT  
A  young man was getting ready to graduate from college. For many 
months he had admired a beautiful sports car in a dealer's showroom, and 
knowing his father could well afford it, he told him that was all he wanted. 
As Graduation Day approached, the young man awaited signs that his father 
had purchased the car. Finally, on the morning of his graduation, his father 
called him into his private study. His father told him how proud he was to 
have such a fine son, and told him how much he loved him.  
He handed his son a beautifully wrapped gift box. Curious, but somewhat 

disappointed, the young man opened the box and 
found a lovely, leather-bound Bible, with the 
young man's name embossed in gold. Angrily, he 
raised his voice to his father and said, 'With all 
your money you give me a Bible? and stormed out 
of the house, leaving the Bible.  
 

Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business. He 
had a beautiful home and wonderful family, but realized his father was very 
old, and thought perhaps he should go to him. He had not seen him since 
that graduation day. Before he could make arrangements, he received a 
telegram telling him his father had passed away, and willed all of his 
possessions to his son. He needed to come home immediately and take care 
of things.  
 
When he arrived at his father's house, sudden sadness and regret filled his 
heart. He began to search through his father's important papers and saw the 
still new Bible, just as he had left it years ago. With tears, he opened the 
Bible and began to turn the pages. His father had carefully underlined a 
verse: Matt 7:11, 'And if ye, being evil know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more shall your Heavenly father which is in heaven, 
give to those who ask Him?' As he read those words, a car key dropped 
from the back of the Bible. It had a tag with the dealer's name, the same 
dealer who had the sports car he had desired. On the tag was the date of his 
graduation, and the words... PAID IN FULL. >  
 
How many times do we miss God's blessings because they are not 
packaged as we expected? I trust you enjoyed this. 


